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“CALL TO CONVENTION”

Chapter 80 cordially invites all our members to attend the
2009 New Mexico NARFE 48" State Convention.

DATE: April 16-18

PLACE: Sandia Courtyard Hotel and Convention Center (previously Howard Johnson)
15 Hotel Circle NE (Off Eubank NE)
Albuquerque NM

Please help support NARFE and Host Chapter 80 by attending. This is a great opportunity to learn more
about how NARFE functions and to meet fellow New Mexico members, National Headquarters Guest Speaker,
and State dignitaries.

NOTE: I 't s a -legistratioh bat iflyoa flae to dttemd yougan ill register at the convention
site. For more information you may also contact Convention Co-Chairs Bob Baker (828-0453)/Gloria Delgado
(293-0349) or Chapter Secretary Marie Farnsworth (881-2858).

Palo Duro Senior Center, 5221 Palo Duro Ave. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87190-1201
****APRIL MEETING****

SATURDAY, April 4, 2009 APot Lucko at n
ABring your favorite Pot Luck dish for shari
PROGRAM: THE MARKET AND YOU!

Presented by: Todd Trevino, CRPC, Vice President, Kirtland Federal Credit Union

Todd is a financial advisor from Kirtland Federal Credit Union, who is the 2008 Quality New Mexico Zia
Award recipient. He has been helping members of Kirtland FCU with their financial planning for the last 10
years and specializes in the following professional services: - Financial and Insurance Planning - Retirement
Planning - Wealth Management and Preservation - Investment Management - Estate Planning - Education Plan-
ning and Funding.

Todd has a B.A. in Finance and General Management from the University of New Mexico and is a Char-
tered Retirement Planning Counselor (CRPC).

e Ok, FROM THE PRESIDENT I really look forward to working with the new

Bob Baker slate of officers we have. Mike Schmidt will be the
It seems like it was just a few new VP for Legislation. I think Mike will do a great
months ago that I was standing up job in this position. Marie has somewhat (I just
there being sworn in as president and couldn't use the other word that came to mind.) reluc-
wondering if I had talked when I tantly agreed to carry on as secretary until we can
should have been listening. Now, it happened again, convince someone that the job isn't all that bad.
and here we go... (What would the chapter do without dedicated people
First I have to thank Alys LaFollette for releasing like Marie? I'd hate to think about it.) To tell you the
Mark from his chores so he could come to the meet- truth, Nancy Brunson would have rather bowed out
ing and conduct the swearing in ceremony. It was also, but fortunately she found room on her plate to
nice to have a person of his background to do the perform the duties of VP of Membership for another
honors. Mark is a past chapter president, as well as a year.
past Federation president. In addition to the new officer positions, Elizabeth
I'd also like to thank the members and all the past Morehead has volunteered to take over the job of get-
and present officers that had more experience than I ting our programs. Thanks much to Elizabeth.
had for offering their support, encouragement and As it turned out, we were well supplied with per-

advice over the past year. At times, I really needed it. (Continued on pag®)
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sons qualified to give the oath of office to us last Sat-
urday. Not only did we have Mark LaFollette, but we
were honored to have Madeline Jennings, who is the
SW District President. Her email said that she en-
joyed being with us, so I guess the long drive from
Gallup was worth it. The questions we asked her also
proved that there was some interest shown as well.
We’' |l |l |l ook forward to
I picked up directories and maps for the conven-
tion provided to us by the Albuquerque Convention
& Visitors Bureau the other day. The Visitors Bureau
is located at 20 First Plaza (2™ and Tijeras), on the 6™
Floor. The reason this is so relevant is if you go left
instead of right when getting off the elevator, you'll
be looking at the office of our new U.S. District One
Representative, Martin Heinrich. When I saw that, |
just couldn't resist going in and dropping off my little
NARFE card and telling them about our concerns,
mainly the premium conversion. They were very re-
ceptive, and I even got an email requesting more in-
formation a few hours later. It was from someone in
the Washington D.C. Office named Stephanie Russo.
Her email address is:
Stephanie.Russo@mail.house.gov. From the interest
they showed, they must not have enough to do right
now, so you might want to keep that email address
handy. We don't want them just sitting around doing

nothing.
If you were at the meeting, you now know what
the Pottery Mound is and where it is. I had a couple
of questions to ask, but decided to resist for the sake
of time. When I got home I looked up Pottery Mound
on Google to fill in the blanks. When Googling, don't
get in a hurry. I f you |
you get into an entirely different subject. Anyway, |
hear we can look forward to another interesting topic
come Aprll See you then.

MEMBERSHIP
Nancy Brunson
% Weenjoyed a fantastic program at our

# March meeting with Dr David Phillips. It
#" was amazing to see the pictures of Pot-
tery Mound and hear the fascinating
background. Although most of us will never see this ac-
tual archeology site, we do enjoy hearing about this his-
torical area located right in our own backyard. A Big
Thanks to Mae Gardner who has sponsored outstanding
programs for our benefit for the last two years!

The Ides of March are upon us and I believe that
also brought the juniper and cedar pollen. This, too, shall
pass. When April showers come your way, it will be
raining violets! Drip, drip, drop little April showers beat-
ing a tune as you fall all around —what can compare
with your beautiful sound? Soon, we will be looking for
the bluebird and the flowers in May.

April will be a memorable time for Chapter 80. Our
regular meeting will be on Saturday, April 4™, We have

received new pamphl ets, in
Social Security Offsets (C
—NARFE’' s Legislative Progr
200o2010. I Be sure to t h
S epfvlicdlichs. NARFE is RokkifigitoProtect Mlﬁp@nﬁohs ne.

and health benefits; however, we all need to be informed
about these important issues.

We look forward to seeing you at our NM State
Convention right here in Albuquerque. As the sponsor
chapter, please help us show our hospitality to all New
Mexico NARFE members. The dates are April 16,17,
and 18. Late registration is on Friday morning, April
17", from 7:30am to 8:00am. See you there!

For our newest members, NARFE badges are avail-
able and you can order them directly at http://
www.narfe.org/narfestore. Until your badge arrives, or if
you forget to wear your badge, we will continue to have
name labels at the Greeters Table. We are still working
on our one New-—-n¥dkeaapérssnal Re s C
goal to recruit just one new member in 2009. With in-
creased numbers, we will all benefit with a greater voice
to address our national and state legislators. See you on
April 4™
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Federal Civil Service Retirement
and Health Benefits Remain Un-
scathed in Obama Budget, but
NARFE Raises Concerns About
Pay Disparity and Medicare
Means Testing Proposals

LEGISLATION

Mary Lou Sanchez
The NARFE Legislative Training
4/ Conference concluded with a success-
ful Lobby Day on March 10", Now, by
ramping up our grassroots action,

NARFE members can increase both the immediate Margaret Baptiste, President of the nonpartisan
and long-range impact of Lobby Day. Two sets of National Active and Retired Federal Employees As-
House-Senate companion bills are posted on the sociation (NARFE) said today she was pleased that

NARFE Legislative Action Center. President Marga- the Administration’s prel
ret L. Baptiste’'s | ett e ryeat(for)20t0 @d Soerddmmepde@tpgtie S 0r s ¢

mium C.OHVefSiOH, 37 Sena?ors and 247 Representa- earned economic and health security of federal annui-
tives, will have more clout if congressional officesare  t ant s and workers, but sh
also receiving telephone calls, e-mail messages and cerns about the proposed disparity between federal

postcards from NARFE members. NARFE continues
to make a toll free number available for phoning the l an to —means testl the
Capitol switchboard, 1-866-220-0044. Dial the toll P -

. —With only 140 pages to
free number, ask first for your Representative by hol di

civilian workers and active duty military pay and a

name then your two Senators, urge your delegation to . ng 1 d dg men t on P res I
. : unt i | his Administration

cosponsor Premium Conversion, H.R. 1203 and S. d ¢ c ) M h
491, to allow federal civilian annuitants as well as made o Longress 1n arc
tiste said. —This is the

active duty military personnel and retirees to pay

health insurance premiums with pre-tax dollars as ex- 11 the 2010 budget and we are happy that there are

ecutive and legislative branch employees do no plans to cut civil service retirement and health
now. (Use the following URL to get directly to benefits, but we are concerned about what may hap-
NARFE’'s Legi sl athitp/e Act ipentpouCearned cengpensation if legislators decide
capwiz.com/narfe/home/) to overhaul entitlement programs, like Social Secu-
The Legislative Action Center on the NARFE rity, Medicare, Medicaid and federal civilian and
web site, www.narfe.org, is current with the bill num- military retirement. |
bers and letter templates, which are easily modified. In fact, the cost of living adjustments (COLAs) of
Thank past cosponsors and urge your Representative retired civil servants were reduced by $50 billion dur-
to cosponsor and work for passage of our legislative ing similar deficit-reduction efforts in the 1980s and
priorities. Already, 227 Representatives are cospon- 1990s while not a dime was cut from Social Security
sors of H.R. 235 introduced by Rep. Howard Berman COLAsS. —The President and

(D-CA) to entirely repeal GPO and WEP. The newer
Senate companion, introduced by Sen. Dianne Fein-
stein (D-CA), is S. 484. S. 484 has 15 cosponsors.
Premium Conversion bills in both chambers have
many previous cosponsors, likely to do so again if
contacted in sufficient numbers. In fact, 302 House

sacrifice and responsibility as they grapple with un-
paralleled economic upheaval and a trillion dollar
budget deficit. Patriotic federal workers and annui-
tants want to do their part, but not if it means they are
singled out for budget cuts while others are not asked

Members and 50 Senators who cosponsored during to make similar sacrifi c €

2007-2008 continue to serve. (The gateway to a dis- As a n examp e of suc h i

play of these four bills is http://capwiz.com/narfe/ dent cl ted th e A dministra

issues/bills/) 2009 pay raises between federal civilian workers (2.0
NARFE-PAC is featured on the cover and inside percent) and active duty military personnel (2.9 per-

the March issue of NARFE. Federations and chapters cent). —Compensation for

should similarly feature NARFE-PAC throughout the ployees must be sufficient to support our continuing

year and especially during NARFE-PAC month and efforts to not only recruit and retain the best employ-

at federation conventions. The new NARFE-PAC la- ees, but continue to successfully serve and protect our

pel pin should be worn proudly as an emblem of de- citizens and taxpayers, I

fending federal service. (Team coverage of NARFE- Congress will continue to address the salary gap by

PAC s f(?und at http://www.narfe.org/departments/ providing civilian federal employees with the same

home/articles.cfm?ID=1725) pay raise as that proposed for our uniformed employ-

(Continued on pagé4)



4 — NARFE Chapter 80 Monitor — APRIL 2009

CHAPTER SO MONITOR

National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association
FOR ACTIVE AND RETIRED FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

PO Box 30013
Albuquerque NM 87190-0013

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID
ALBUQUERQUE NM

PERMIT NO 358

MOVING?

Be sure to let us in on your
new address for Chapter
records. Remember, your
“Chapter 80 Monitor” will
not be forwarded. We’ll
also notify the “NARFE”
magazine for you.
THANK YOU!

(Continued from pag8)
ees in recognition of the fact that both groups often
work side-by-si de i n defense

In addition, Baptiste objected to the Administra-
tion’s recommendati on
beneficiaries be required to pay a higher premium for
the Part D prescription program. Unfortunately, pro-
visions in the law that created the drug benefit in
2003 opened the door to
posing it on Medicare outpatient services, which most
beneficiaries know as
cally opposed all forms of means testing in Medicare
and has warned for years that a growing number of
beneficiaries could be affected if Congress lowered
the means-testing thresholds.

Finally, President Baptiste called on President
Obama to include funding in his budget for the Office

i VOLUNTEER HOURS
[

; 4 Februgxry 2009

0 co LB{) FekeXGar ia, Chairperson

t hvinowTeeee r € af fl uent Medi car e
Community Service 992.0
Church 467.0
Youth Groups 117.0

sucdler _meagns testZhgll by

TOTAL 2,188.0

_PNgTrE:tP I eBa' s"e |r\léA‘pRoFr I{_' yoausr ﬂ L SetsOf 4

contacted, please call Zeke Garcia at 344-0143. Thanks!
VVolunteer Hours Committee Members: Eleanor
tero, David Gebeke, and Nancy Brooks)
REACHING OUT
By: Elizabeth Moorhead, Chairperson
Sunshine Committee

of Personnel Management 'Plasecalaqaf 3422839 gr any efficer to report a

—Retirement System Modermeimbemesggeithl { RsmM) , an ini -

tiative to shorten the average time taken to authorize February 2009 Report:

Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) or Federal Get Well Card sent to:Marge Clark

Elr;qilsoyees Retirement System (FERS) annuity pay- Sympathy car ds sent to families of | |

’ Carl L. Hinchey — Loss of wife Caroline
SUPPORT NARFE.-PAC Frederick R. Burger —Me mo r | al to Al

The Retiree’s Fund for the Future Lavona E. Remakel —Me mo r 1 a | to Al

2009-2010 Rosalyn E. Schogges-Me mor i al t o Al



