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****JULY MEETING**** 
SATURDAY, July 3, 2010 Refreshments at 11:15 a.m., Business Meeting 11:45 a.m. 

NOTICE 
Due to time changes in the operating schedule of the Palo Duro Senior Center the monthly meetings have been 

moved up to a new schedule: food setup at 11:00 a.m., luncheon at 11:15 a.m., membership meets at 11:45 a.m. 

and will close at 12:45 p.m. in order to clean up and vacate the premises by 1:00 p.m. 

**PROGRAM**  
The NARFE Chapter 80 program this month shall be the band from American Legion Post 99. This is the band that 

our late Past President Bob Baker was in. They will play some good olô toe tapping Fourth of July Patriotic music to 

celebrate the birthday of independence in this the greatest country on the earth. 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Mae Gardner  

STRIKE UP THE BAND!  The 

American Legion Band will again 

be entertaining us at our July 3rd 

meeting. Please bring your favorite 

dish to shareðand enjoy! We will have a short 

business meeting. And remember our new meet-

ing time is 11:00! 

During our last meeting, I mentioned an article 

in the May 30th Sunday Albuquerque Journal. If you 

are a subscriber, you can go on-line to retrieve the 

article. The article was on Page B6, ñDimensionò, 

ñUncle Sam Wants You!ò written by Tony Pugh, 

McClatchy Newspapers. 

Here are some excerpts: ñFor a nation battered 

by layoffs, plant closing and unemployment rate 

near 10 percent, Uncle Samôs hiring largesse should 

be a source of hope and inspiration. However, 98 

percent of working Americans arenôt federal em-

ployees, and many are wondering aloud why federal 

civil servants havenôt faced the wage freezes, lay-

offs, furloughs, pay cuts and hiring freezes that 

many in the general work force have endured.ò  It 

goes on to quote Brian Reidl, a research fellow in 

federal budget policy at Heritage Foundation, ñItôs 

important the federal employees arenôt exempted 

from the sacrifices.ò 

ñFederal workers get a 401(k)-style plan, but 

they also get an old-fashioned defined-benefit pen-

sion plan with inflation protection. They also get 

health care benefits when they retire above and be-

yond Medicare. You just donôt see that kind of stuff 

in the private sector anymore and I think the federal 

work force ought to reflect the private work force. It 

shouldnôt be an elite island separated from the rest 

of us.ò 

WE HAVE A TARGET ON OUR BACKS ! 

We need to keep working and recruiting. Congress 

listens to numbers. 

Eva Lujan, Social Security Administration, gave 

us some good information at the June meeting. 

¶ Keep your SS card in a safe placeðdo not 

carry it in your billfold. 

¶ Never give out your SS number except for 

income taxes. If asked for it determine whether it is 

really needed, and then, give out only the last four 

numbers. 

¶ Those who were eligible to retire in 1983 

were grandfathered in, and are not hurt by pension 

offsets. 

¶ If you earn $1,120 or more in a year you 

gain one (1) more credit toward your Social Security 

benefits. 

The new Health Care Reform Act will affect us. 

Did you read Illene Harrisonôs article in the 

Albuquerque Journalôs editorial column? She was 

(Continued on page 2) 
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begging the two candidates for governor to give us a 

break during the summer from their attack ads.   

Take good care, stay hydrated during this hot 

weather, donôt forget the change in time for our 

meeting and weôll see you on July 3rd! 

(Continued from page 1) 

The photograph above is a greyscale rendition of the full 

color picture that will appear in the NARFE 2011 Calen-

dar for the month of August. It was taken by our own 

member Connie Whitcomb. The color shot is a beauty. 

Donôt toss the calendar before you check it out. 

MEMBERSHIP  

Mae Gardner for Nancy Brunson  

Welcome to new members Mar-

tin Colby, Del Lindsay, and Grace 

and Gilbert Jaramillo ! And welcome 

to our transfers: Rhoda Bernstein and Viola 

Mahan! 

Through our new members, reinstatements, and 

transfers, we had a net gain of two members during 

the month! 

So many of you are giving of your time and 

efforts, volunteering. While youôre there, mention 

NARFE. Youôll be surprised how many people you 

will meet who are active or retired Civil Servants.  

Offer to mail them information on our organization, 

and how to join. Better yet, keep some literature and 

a Membership Application in your purse or your 

car. We all are ambassadors! 

LEGISLATION  

Thereasa Garcia  

This NARFE Legislative Hotline, 

number 719, was released Friday, June 

11th. This edition leads with informa-

tion on a Senate setback to our convention mandate 

to support legislation to extend dependent coverage 

until age 26.   

Senate Sidetracks Expedited Dependent 
Coverage Extension  On June 9, an amendment 

offered by Sen. Benjamin Cardin, D-MD, that 

would have expedited the coverage to dependent 

children up to age 26 under Federal Employees 

Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) was sidetracked 

because it failed to receive the 60 votes needed to 

clear a procedural obstacle. Cardin offered the 

amendment to H.R. 4213, must-pass legislation 

which would extend expiring tax provisions and 

prevent a scheduled reduction in Medicare reim-

bursement to physicians. 

The new health care law enacted in March re-

quires insurers to extend coverage to dependent 

children up to age 26 by September 2010, but the 

law authorizing the FEHBP does not allow the de-

pendent children of federal workers and annuitants 

to receive the same coverage until the programôs 

new contract year starts in January 2011. The Car-

din amendment seeks to eliminate this inequity be-

tween FEHBP enrollees and private sector insurers. 

The vote needed to clear the procedural hurdle re-

quired a 3/5 super majority. Senators mostly voted 

along party lines. The final tally was 57-42. A vote 

in favor of the motion supports the NARFE posi-

tion. The NARFE Legislative Program for the 111th 



NARFE Chapter 80 Monitor ð JULY 2010 ð 3 

Congress (2009-2010) supports the expansion of 

health care coverage to dependent children of fed-

eral civilian and military employees and retirees. 

Cardinôs decision to offer his amendment came after 

the coverage in the July magazine, ñBills Seek Early 

Extension of FEHBP Coverageò (page 8-10). 

August Is óMeet Your Candidates Monthô  
Because it is the largest block of time when incum-

bents need not be on Capitol Hill, the August 7-

September 14 summer recess is NARFEôs ñMeet 

Your Candidates Month.ò We are eager to improve 

on our successful 2008 election outreach to congres-

sional candidates. NARFE federation presidents and 

national legislative chairs participated in early plan-

ning including regional conference calls in May 

(June NARFE, p. 16). Copies of the planning memo 

and support documents including a ñCandidate 

Questionnaireò and the new ñFiscal Commission 

Talking Pointsò are posted for NARFE members on 

our web site and are available upon request. Chapter 

officers may want to provide copies to their mem-

bers. (On the Legislation home page, use the color-

ful Meet Your Candidates Month ñCLICK HEREò 

for supporting materials.) 

Spending Cut Proposals to Be Solicited 
at Town Hall Meetings:  During the summer re-

cess (Independence Day July 3-12 and August/

Labor Day August 7-September 14) or any time 

Congress is not meeting, including weekday and 

evenings, some Members of Congress will use town 

hall meetings (face-to-face or telephonic) to solicit 

spending reduction proposals from the public. In 

turn, legislators could gather these suggestions, as 

the recent federal pay freeze demonstrates, and seek 

to offer them as amendments to pending legislation, 

especially appropriation bills, before their primary 

or the general election! 

Our (NARFEôs) best defense is vigilant atten-

dance and participation at every Congressional 

Town Hall Meeting and the increasingly popular 

electronic cousin, telephone Town Hall Conference 

Calls. In sum, we urge NARFE members to be cau-

tious of proposals by members of Congress at these 

meetings which would promote benefit cuts and 

take acquiescence by attendees as endorsement. 

NARFE members should contact their Representa-

tive and both Senators and asked to be informed 

when any Town Hall Meetingsðin person or tele-

phonicðare scheduled for the rest of the 

year.  NARFE continues to make its Toll Free num-

ber, 1-866-220-0044, available for reaching the 

Capitol switchboard. Ask for your Representative 

and Senators by name. The NARFE web site also 

provides regularly updated information about many, 

but not all, Congressional Town Hall Meetings. (To 

access the link to Congressional Town Hall Meet-

ings, enter your name and membership number, 

open the Legislation Home Page and look under 

NARFE LEGISLATIVE ACTIVISTS.) 

Baptiste: ENLIST to Defend: The National 

Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reformôs 

mandate is to scrutinize federal tax policy and all 

federal spendingðincluding federal retirement. 

NARFE President Margaret L. Baptiste wants each 

NARFE member to enlist in the defense of our 

earned benefits. Join the 6,023 members who have 

already enlisted using the Legislative Action Center 

to send a MESSAGE to your Representative and 

two Senators.ò  (Again, the specific link is http://

capwiz.com/narfe/issues/alert/?alertid=14982226.) 

The Commissionôs web site provides a full video of 

the Commission meetings: 

http://www.fiscalcommission.gov/ 

Obtaining the Hotline: Thank you for using 

the Hotline. This weekly legislative message is 

available to telephone callers (703/838-7780 and toll 

free at 1-877-217-8234), posted on NARFE's Inter-

net site, www.narfe.org, made available to NARFE-

Net Coordinators; and sent to over 54,000 GEMS e-

mail addresses. Each delivery channel is a service of 

NARFE, the National Active and Retired Federal 

Employees Association. 

This month we are recognizing our two Service 

Officers, Illene Harrison and Lou Stevens.  With-

out fanfare, these two ladies advise those who 

have lost love ones so that the proper paperwork 

is submitted. They are always there for us, no 

matter what questions we may have regarding 

our benefits. THANK YOU!  

REMEMBER  

As we celebrate the birth of this great nation on 

this Independence Day with parades, picnics and 

barbecues please remember the men and women of 

our armed forces who canôt be with us to share in 

the festivities. Theyôre out there doing what they do 

to keep us safe. Say a prayer that they may return to 

us safe and sound. God bless America.  



# 
4 ð NARFE Chapter 80 Monitor ð JULY 2010 

PO Box 30013 
Albuquerque NM 87190-0013 

NON PROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 
ALBUQUERQUE NM 

PERMIT NO 358 

MOVING?  

Be sure to let Nancy Brunson, at 

505-379-3353 or 

nkbrunson@yahoo.com 

know your new address for 

Chapter records. Remember, 

your ñChapter 80 Monitorò will not 

be forwarded. Weôll also notify the 

ñNARFEò magazine for you. 

THANK YOU! 

Legislative Contacts 
Clip & Save  

 
Phone 
Toll-free (NARFE pays toll) 

NARFE Legislative Hotline (24/7): 877-217-8234 

U.S. Capitol Switchboard: 866-220-0044 
White House Comment Line: 888-225-8418 

 

Web 
NARFE Site: www.narfe.org 

NARFE Legislative Action Center: 

www.capwiz.com/narfe 

U.S. House of Representatives: www.house.go 

U.S. Senate: www.senate.gov 

White House: www.whitehouse.gov 

Senate Web forms/e-mail address: http://www.  

senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_ 

cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state&Sort=ASC 

House Write Your Rep: 

https://writerep.house.govwriterepwelcome.shtml 

Library of Congress Legislative Database: 

www.thomas.gov 

 

USPS ZIP Codes in Washington, DC 
U.S. House of Representatives: 20515 

U.S. Senate: 20510 

VOLUNTEER HOURS  

May 2010 

By Zeke Garcia, Chairperson 

 

 

Community Service  1,166.0 

Church  431.0 

Youth Groups  50.0 

Other  627.0 

TOTAL  2,274.0 

NOTE:  Please report your hours to your caller. If you donôt 

get contacted, please call Zeke Garcia at 344-0143. Thanks! 
Volunteer Hours Committee Members: Eleanor Otero, and 
Nancy Brooks  

REACHING OUT  
Anita and Ed Blanton, Co-Chairs 

Sunshine Committee 
Please call, Anita or Ed at 292-1167 or tell any officer or the 

editor to report a memberôs illness or death. 

May 2010 Report 

Get Well Cards to: 

 Kathryn Garcia  

 Anna Marshall wife of Ron Marshall 

Sympathy Cards to: 
 Glenn B. Sekavec FamilyïMemorial to Alzheimerôs 
 Janet F. Brammer FamilyïMemorial to Alzheimerôs 
 Glendora Johnson FamilyïMemorial to Alz-
heimerôs 
   


