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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR WISHES TO ALL OUR MEMBERS

Chapter President’s
Message
Roy Willoughby
Saturday, December 10th
8:30 a.m. - Esperanza Room
Hilton Garden Inn
This year we had a wonderful Thanksgiving away from home, but
with family that we haven’t visited for several years. I hope your
Thanksgiving was as rewarding as ours. I also wish you and yours a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. To add to your enjoyment we will again have the Desert Harmony Singers performing
their spectacular Christmas program at our December Chapter meeting. We are all looking forward to these heartwarming Christmas festivities.
Our November Chapter meeting was an outstanding success with informative and helpful presentations by Health Insurance provider representatives. We had an overflow membership in attendance that was
very interested in finding out what next year’s health plans would be
available and at what cost.
Speaking of Health Fairs, Judy Rosco, our Membership Chairperson,
organized a number of teams that represented our NARFE Chapter.
These teams went to local Health Fair events at Government agencies
explaining the importance of joining NARFE.
May next year be as rewarding for everyone as this year both with
your families and with your NARFE Chapter.

Please come and enjoy a program
of excellent Christmas music by the
New Desert Harmony Singers.
This will be their sixth performance
for our Chapter.
The chorus evolved more than ten
years ago from the Las Cruces
Grande Sweet Adelines Chorus into
an organization for both men and
women who can sing in tune, do a
few dance moves now and then -and have fun doing it! Please bring
a guest to share in the warmth of
the Holiday Season.
There is a cost of $13 (cash only)
for the breakfast buffet beginning at
8:45, and reservations need to be
made by December 6th by calling
Carol Main at 382-7686 or Carol
Smith at 522-3033.
Franklin McKay
Chapter Programs Chair
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2016 OPEN SEASON CONTINUES
The 2016 Open Season for the Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP)
and the Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) began
on November 14 and continues through December 12.
All Open Season changes for federal retirees and survivor annuitants are effective January 1, 2017, and premium changes are reflected in February 1, 2017 annuity payments. Open Season changes for current federal employees are effective at the beginning of the first full pay period on or after January 1, 2017.
FEHBP changes may be made online at https://retireefehb.opm.gov by selecting "Open Season Online".
FEHBP changes may also be made by calling Open Season Express at 1-800-332-9798. During Open Season,
federal retirees and survivor annuitants may also request changes and information by regular mail by writing to
the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) at FEHB Open Season Processing Center, P.O. Box 5000, Lawrence, KS 66046-0500. When using this option, clearly state in writing your Open Season request. If you are
making an enrollment change, state the type of coverage (Self Only, Self Plus One, or Self and Family) you
desire and the enrollment code. Remember to include your annuity claim number (CSA or CSF number) and
your social security number on your request.
With regard to dental or vision insurance under FEDVIP, enrollments, cancellations, or changes may be accomplished by computer at www.benefeds.com or by calling 1-877-888-3337.
There are numerous reference sources available to assist you in determining if you should make any changes
during the FEHBP/FEDVIP Open Season. These include the OPM website at http://www.opm.gov/insure; the
October, November, and December issues of the NARFE magazine; and the 2017 brochure of the plan in
which you are currently enrolled, Section 2 of which reflects the plan's changes for 2017. Remember, there is
no one health, dental, or vision plan which is best for all. However, by doing your homework you will find the
plan which best meets your needs.

MEDICARE PART B PREMIUM RATES ANNOUNCED FOR 2017
On November 10 the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services announced the new Medicare Part B monthly
premiums for 2017. Once again, there will be a discrepancy in the amount of the monthly premium paid by
Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS) retirees who do not receive a monthly Social Security benefit and
have their Part B premiums deducted from their federal annuity and those individuals who receive Social Security and have their Part B premiums deducted from their Social Security payments.
In 2017 the monthly Medicare Part B premium for those CSRS retirees without Social Security will rise from
$121.80 per month to $134.00 per month. Those who receive Social Security and are covered by a "hold harmless" provision in the Social Security law will see their monthly Part B premiums rise from $104.90 per month
to $109.00 per month. Under this “hold harmless” provision, the dollar increase in Medicare Part B is limited
to the increase in an individual's Social Security benefit. Since those with Medicare Part B who do not receive
Social Security are not covered by the “hold harmless” provision, their monthly premium will rise to $134.00
monthly. NARFE has urged Congress to pass legislation to correct this unfair premium discrepancy, but no action has yet been taken. NARFE intends to keep this topic in the forefront when the new Congress is sworn in
in January 2017.
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LEGISLATION (Mary Ellen McKay)

The election is over! 24-hour news junkies are going to have to
find something else to fill their time. I think I’ll go back to
making baskets.
It is about as mind numbing as the talking heads on TV analyzing every single word or statement from the
political arena.
Having said that, I want to share what is important from our NARFE President, Richard Thissen:
“With the election season over, NARFE looks forward to working with the new administration as we continue to advocate on behalf of federal employees and annuitants, their spouses and survivors. Legislators
returned to Capitol Hill last week for the lame duck session that will bring a close to the 114 th Congress.
We are closely monitoring negotiations on spending measures to keep the government running past December 9 and other last-minute legislation.”
It is reassuring to me that we in the federal family have an organization that is monitoring the progress, or
lack of, legislation that affects us. The New Year and a new administration will be our new reality. We
owe it to ourselves to stay interested and active. My thanks to everyone who does that!

NARFE-PAC
At the November Chapter meeting I reported on the NARFE-PAC disbursements made to congressional
candidates in this election cycle. I went through the numbers pretty fast, so I wanted to share that information with you. Also, this gives the people who do not attend Chapter meetings a chance to see what I reported.
During the 2015-2016 election cycle, NARFE-PAC disbursed $677,000 to 216 congressional candidates.
Of those candidates, 192 won, 17 lost, 2 are undecided, (as of November 10), one died, one dropped out
and two decided to run for another office after the contribution was made.
NARFE-PAC also contributed $140,000 to party committees this cycle. Combined with contributions to
candidates, NARFE-PAC disbursed $817,000. This is almost 85 percent more than was disbursed last cycle.
NARFE-PAC also focused on building and strengthening relationships between NARFE and congressional
candidates. NARFE-PAC sent more than 85 different NARFE members to 65 in-district fundraisers, more
than double that attended last cycle.
All of this is aimed at strengthening our relationships with congressmen of both political parties. The desired result is achieving legislative success and defeating proposals contrary to the interests of the federal
community in the new Congress.
Fundraising for the next election cycle will begin soon. And, members will be asked to contribute to this
effort. If you have any questions about contributing to NARFE-PAC, or other concerns, call me. If I can’t
answer your questions, I will find someone who can.
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Sunshine

Ways ‘n Means

Marcele
Skelton

(Craig Singleton)
On behalf of the Ways ‘n Means Committee, I would like to express
our thanks for all of your support in the past year and wish each of
you a Wonderful Holiday Season.
As another year approaches and the time for New Year’s Resolutions
is upon us, if your resolutions include such thoughts as: “I really need
to simplify my life.”, “I really need to get rid of all the clutter.”, “I’ll
never use this and it is taking up space.”, “I never liked this and why
am I keeping it?”, “This may be the worst gift I ever received.”, or
“How many of these does one person need?” Please keep us in mind.
We are planning a garage sale for the spring of 2017. Details will follow in the upcoming chapter newsletters.

Alzheimer’s (Sarah McAdoo)
In collaboration with the Alzheimer's Association, NARFE members
have donated $12 million to move closer to our shared vision of a
world without Alzheimer's.
Many thanks to our chapter members who continue to support our
monthly raffles and who make cash donations and donate prizes -- all
to win the fight against Alzheimer’s Disease. Thanks to Terry
Bloom, Dan Carroll, Marie Galos, and Mary Beth Reinhart for donating prizes for our November raffle.
*****
“The Basics of Alzheimer’s Disease” is a presentation by the Alzheimer’s Association, New Mexico Chapter and will be held on
Wednesday, December 21st, from 11am – 12 noon. The event will
be hosted by the Alzheimer’s Association Office, 125 N Main St Ste
103-104, Las Cruces. The class is free and open to all citizens of Las
Cruces and surrounding communities. To register or for more information please contact Steven Montano at 647-3868, or at
stmontano@alz.org.
*****

Fall days are fading fast, and winter weather is upon us. We are
lucky that here in New Mexico
there is usually plenty of sunshine, even on cold days. We
hope that you will enjoy some of
the many community, church,
school and family holiday activities. It is a good time to share
with someone who may need a little sunshine in their life.
A Thinking of You card was sent
to Harry Palmer who is recuperating from some health issues. A
Get Well card was sent to Allaire
Dunn who was hospitalized and
had many days of physical therapy, and to Carol Main after her
eye surgery.
Please contact me if you know of
a NARFE member who is ill, has
passed away, or could use a little
sunshine in their life.
Marcele: 575-521-4954 or marcele@skelton.net

Chapter 182 General Meetings

GOOD NEWS!
Medicare to Provide Cognitive Assessment
and Care Planning
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has finalized
its decision to pay for cognitive and functional assessments and care
planning for people living with Alzheimer's disease and other cognitive impairments. For the first time, people living with Alzheimer's
will have access to care planning with a medical professional. Read
more at: www.alz.org/documents_custom/cms_release_110316.pdf).
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We had a great turnout at our November meeting where Open Season Health Insurance information
was provided to our members.
We had 63 people attend and reported 338 volunteer hours.
Thanks to all of you who attend
our monthly meetings. We are
looking forward to a big turnout
for our December holiday celebration with music to lift our spirits!

Chapter 182 Members
Volunteer to Serve on
Executive Board and Other Duties

Records Officer
Carol Main

Thanks to Jim Kielty, our Chapter Service Officer, for volunteering to serve as the Service Officer for the Chaparral Statewide Chapter. They
needed help and Jim was willing to step in and
assist them.

Welcome new prospective members:
Allison Crist
Calvin Herold
Esperanza Holguin
Patricia Kinney
Amelia Nunez

Thanks to Sharon Reese, Federation VP for Legislation & Chapter 182 Member at Large, for
volunteering to serve as our Chapter’s Chair for
the NARFE-FEEA Disaster Fund and NARFE –
FEEA Scholarship Fund.

We would like to see you at the December 10
meeting. Come meet your fellow chapter members.
Our chapter membership is
322 members strong!

Needed: Our chapter needs a member to volunteer to take Harry Palmer’s place as one of our
Chapter’s Members at Large. Harry had to resign due to health issues. If interested, please
call one of our Chapter Officers for information.

Reminder: Have you changed your home address,
telephone number, or email address? Please don’t
forget to notify me at csmain7@gmail.com or
phone 382-8786. We don’t want you to miss any
copies of the NARFE magazine, our chapter newsletter, or any notices we send out.

NARFE Protects Your Benefits So YOU Can Enjoy
Your Federal Retirement








Powerful representation and advocacy before Congress, the Office of Personnel Management and the White House
NARFE magazine, the prime source of information and guidance on critical legislation
and benefits issues
Access to a team of federal benefits specialists for answers to complex questions
The Federal Benefits Institute with live and on-demand webinars featuring topics that
help you maximize your federal benefits
Members-only section of the NARFE website with Legislative e-Alerts and a legislative
action center
Scholarship and disaster relief grant qualification
Members-only eligibility for special discounts on products and services
It is important and easy to renew your membership! You can renew online at
www.narfe.org/renewal or phone 800-456-8410. ($50.00 for 1 year; $92.00 for 2 years (SAVE
$8); $132.00 for 3 years (SAVE $18).

For additional information about joining or renewing membership, contact our Chapter Membership
Chair, Judy Rosco, at rosco631@gmail.com or 575-635-7127.
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National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association
Chapter 182
PO Box 16424
Las Cruces, NM 88004–6424

Return Service Requested

You Need NARFE – And NARFE Needs You!
Chapter 182 Officers
President
Roy Willoughby
rswillowbee@comcast.net
(575) 524-9395
1st Vice Pres. (Membership):
Judy Rosco
rosco631@gmail.com
(575) 635-7127
2nd Vice Pres. (Legislation):
Mary Ellen McKay
memckay1@comcast.net
(575) 527-4750
Secretary
Marlene Mayfield
mayfield195@msn.com
(575) 524-3927
Treasurer:
scsingleton575@gmail.com

Craig Singleton
(575) 373-0705

Alzheimer’s/Newsletter Editor
mcadoosr@aol.com

Sarah McAdoo
(575) 571-6364

NARFE-PAC:
memckay1@comcast.net

Mary Ellen McKay
(575) 527-4750

Program Chair:
memckay1@comcast.net

Franklin McKay
(575) 527-4750

Public Relations:
mayfield195@msn.com

Marlene Mayfield
(575) 524-3927

Records Officer:
cmain@zianet.com

Carol Main
(575) 382-7686

Service Officer:
jkielty70@yahoo.com

Jim Kielty
(575) 523-6044

Members of Congress
U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich (D)
Loretto Town Center
505 S. Main St., Suite 148, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 523-6561
http://www.heinrich.senate.gov
U.S. Senator Tom Udall (D)
201 N Church St Suite 201B
Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 526-5475
http://tomudall.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Steve Pearce (R) (Dist 2)
570 N Telshor Blvd., Las Cruces, NM 88011
(855)473-2723
http://www.pearce.house.gov
NARFE Monthly Meetings

The Las Cruces Chapter of the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association holds a breakfast meeting on
the 2nd Saturday of each month except in June, July, & August. The meeting is held at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2550
Don Roser Dr, Las Cruces. Doors open at 8:30am (breakfast at 8:45am), and the cost is $13. All members, those that
might be interested in joining, and guests are most welcome.
Membership is open to all federal civilian employees, retirees, their spouses, and surviving spouses. For reservations,
contact Carol Main (382-7686) or Carol Smith (522-3033)
or email:
lascruceschapter182@yahoo.com.
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