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Remember NARFE, the “E” is silent but we are not!
Programs
Franklin
McKay
Chapter President (Roy Willoughby)
I hope that everyone had a memorable Christmas and an enjoyable
New Year’s celebration with family and friends.
And, now we are starting an exciting New Year with a lot of changes
in the air both with National politics and with NARFE HQ. We need
to be vigilant to make sure that Congress does not try to reduce any of
our earned benefits by addressing alerts from NARFE to contact Congress to express our concerns. We will also be expected to make
changes in our Federation and Chapter bylaws to reflect the sweeping
changes made at last year’s NARFE Convention in Reno. We have set
up a Bylaws Committee to work on these changes.

Saturday, February 11th
8:30 a.m. - Esperanza Room
Hilton Garden Inn
Speaker: Dr. Deborah Dennis
Vice President of the
Amador Hotel Foundation, Inc.

At our December Chapter meeting we were once again treated to a
spectacular Christmas program by the New Desert Harmony Singers.
We always enjoy celebrating the Christmas season with this group. In
January we had our first visit from our NM Federation President, Lorna Howerton. She updated us on how the Federation is working with
all the chapters in New Mexico and Region VII to get important
NARFE issues accomplished.

Come join us for a presentation
“Breathing New Life into the Pioneer Hotel of the Southwest: A
Brief Tale of the Historic Amador
Hotel Foundation, Inc., a private
501(c) (3) nonprofit established in
2006. Working with the City of Las
Cruces as its partner, the Foundation’s mission is to collaboratively
preserve and restore the historic
Amador Hotel, maintaining its historic vibrancy.

Please come to our February Chapter meeting featuring a special
presentation by Dr. Deborah Dennis, Vice president of the Amador
Hotel Foundation, entitled “Breathing New Life Into The Pioneer Hotel of the Southwest”.

Breakfast Buffet: $13 cash only
Reservations: NLT Feb 7th
Call Carol Main (382-7686) or
Carol Smith (522-3033)

This spring will be our Southern New Mexico NARFE Workshop rescheduled for the 28th & 29th of April at Truth or Consequences (T or
C). Please come for a very comprehensive workshop and an enjoyable
time by the lake. Our very own Sharon Willoughby, Southwest District VP, will be officiating along with many other experts who will
share their knowledge and ideas on many of our NARFE goals.
Continued on Page 2
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President’s Message Continued from Page 1:

Legislative
News

Also, starting this month, our Chapter is inviting
members to join the Executive Board as committee members or to run for office during this
year’s nomination season. I have volunteered to
be the Nominating Chair for our chapter this year
and I am hopeful that we have members who are
willing to step up and volunteer for a particular
committee or for an officer position. Please call
me or email me if you are interested in helping
our chapter in this way. (Phone 524-9395 or
email: rswillowbee@comcast.net.

Mary Ellen
McKay
When you get this newsletter, more things will
be hitting the news about the new President,
Donald Trump, and some of the policies he is
advocating. The information coming out of the
Oval Office and Washington is changing hourly. In some ways it feels like we’ve taken a
huge breath and we are waiting to exhale.

Roy Willoughby
Chapter 182
President
Lorna Howerton
NM Federation
President
January 2017
Meeting

Some of the things floating around include the
hiring freeze the president planned to implement on January 20th. The news media this
weekend (January 19 and 20) has been consumed with the disagreement over how big the
crowds were for the Inauguration vs. the number of people at the “Women’s March”. As
part of the Federal Family that is just a distraction from real issues we need to address concerning our employment and retirement. I
think the Federal Family is anxious about what
could happen to our jobs and benefits.
NARFE President, Richard G. Thissen, said it
very well a week before the Inauguration.
“NARFE looks forward to continuing to serve
as a trusted, unbiased source of information for
President Trump and his administration. Our
advocacy efforts will continue on behalf of the
five million federal employees and annuitants
as well as their spouses and survivors. NARFE
will remain vigilant of any attacks on the federal community and continue its aggressive lobbying in defense of our members”.
It seems to be a wait and see time for us while
we must remain committed to contacting our
lawmakers when necessary and keeping up to
date and informed on issues as they emerge.
NARFE’s Legislation department will do a
good job for us, but we need to do our part also.
You can go on to leg@narfe.org and access up
to date information. Stay tuned.

Franklin McKay (Programs), Lorna Howerton
(NM Federation President), Marlene Mayfield
(Secretary), Roy Willoughby (Chapter President), Judy Rosco (VP for Membership), and
Mary Ellen McKay (VP for Legislation)
January 2017 Meeting
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Service Officer Report (Jim Kielty)
PREPARATION FOR INCOME TAX SEASON AND
ISSUANCE OF IRS FORM-1095-B BY FEDERAL
EMPLOYEE HEALTH BENEFIT PLANS
With the arrival of the New Year, tax preparation for the 2016 tax year is upon us. One of the key elements for efficient and timely income tax preparation and submission is collecting all necessary instructions, forms, and income source documents (for example, Form W-2, Form 1099-R, dividend and interest
forms from payers) and storing them in a central location. One of the main tax forms for federal retirees
and survivor annuitants is the Form 1099-R (Statement of Annuity Paid) which is issued by the Office of
Personnel Management (OPM). OPM mails Forms 1099-R during the last week of January. Your Form
1099-R will be mailed to your address of record which is on file with OPM. If you have recently changed
residence and did not notify OPM of your move, you should do so immediately. This can be accomplished
by calling OPM at 1-888-767-6738; by signing on to www.servicesonline.opm.gov; or by sending OPM
an e-mail at retire@opm.gov. If you have not moved, and have not received your Form 1099-R by the
end of the first week of February 2017, you may request a duplicate from OPM by calling the 1-888-7676738 number, which is staffed from 5:40 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. Mountain Time Monday-Friday. You may also
go to the OPM website at www.servicesonline.opm.gov and use your OPM-provided Personal Identification Number (PIN) to view, print, or request a duplicate Form 1099-R.
Federal retirees and survivor annuitants need to be aware that Forms 1099-R will continue to be mailed to
their address of record UNLESS you wish to receive your Form 1099-R electronically, in which case you
must "opt-in" for receipt of the electronic version using www.servicesonline.opm.gov. While OPM
strongly encourages federal retirees and survivor annuitants to receive the electronic version of the Form
1099-R as part of their "paperless initiative", the agency recognizes this would create a potential hardship
for those individuals who are not computer literate or do not have ready access to computer.
On a related tax matter, the Affordable Care Act (ACA), often referred to as Obamacare, requires most
Americans to have qualifying health care coverage referred to as "minimum essential coverage" under
the ACA. All Federal Employee Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) plans have been determined by OPM
to provide "minimum essential coverage" under the ACA. Beginning in 2016 and continuing this year,
federal employees, federal retirees, and survivor annuitants will receive an IRS Form 1095-B from their
FEHBP plans confirming that they have been provided with "minimum essential coverage" . According to
the IRS, you do not need to attach the Form 1095-B to your tax return. However, the IRS recommends
that you show this form to your tax preparer and then retain it with your other financial records.

Records Officer
Carol Main

Welcome New Members:

Kimie Allison
Gerald Allison
Charles Kircher
Christopher Ulmer

We would like to see you at the February 11 meeting. Come meet your fellow chapter members.
Our chapter membership is 323 members strong!
Reminder: Have you changed your home address,
telephone number, or email address? Please don’t
forget to notify me at: csmain7@gmail.com
or phone 382-8786. We don’t want you to miss
any copies of the NARFE magazine, our chapter
newsletter, or any notices we send out.
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Sunshine
Report

Ways ‘n Means
Craig Singleton

Marcele
Skelton

If one or more of your New Year’s Resolutions is
to simplify your life, downsize, or just get rid of
the clutter, because we all know that if “I didn’t
use it in the past year, I probably won’t”. Or,
maybe you are like me and came upon a “treasure” that I have completely forgotten about!
Please help us out and donate those good useable
items to our yard sale.

Happy New Year everyone! It was good to see
many of you at our January meeting. January
has been a rainy month, but on many days, sunshine broke through the clouds.
Birthday cards were sent to two of our long time
active members. Myrtle Silva celebrated her
91st birthday and Mel Barlow his 88th birthday.
Congratulations to both of you.

I trust everyone has hung all of their new 2017
calendars, learned to use your new “smart” phone
calendars or has a close friend/relative with a good
memory, then
It’s time to Save the Date.

Fortunately, there was only sunny news this
month, with no illnesses or deaths reported.

This year’s NARFE YARD SALE is planned for
Saturday, May 6th. Once again we thank Roy
and Sharon Willoughby for allowing us to use
their home.

Please notify me if you know of a member who
is ill, has passed away or could use some sunshine in their life. (Marcele: 575-521-4954 or
marcele@skelton.net)

Details on the yard sale, information about help
transporting your donations, and points of contact
will also follow in the upcoming newsletters and
the Executive Board members can give more information at the February Chapter meeting.
Thanks for your support!

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Membership (Judy Rosco)

As part of the National Membership Contest, Judy
Rosco (Chapter Membership Chair) presented
checks to members, Sharon Willoughby and
Kimie Allison, for recruiting one new member
each to our chapter. They will also receive another $10 from National HQ.
We thank them for their recruiting efforts and
hope that many more of our members will try to
recruit at least one new member this year.
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A FEW PICTURES FROM OUR DECEMBER GENERAL MEETING

Mel Barlow & Bobbie Logan

Larry Erickson & Joy Davenport

Judy & Chuck James

Allaire Dunn & Dorothy Hayes

Carol Decker Smith, Larry Erickson,
Joy Davenport, & Ron Lerdal (L-R)

Marlene Mayfield &
Mary Ellen McKay
Alzheimer’s Report (Sarah McAdoo)

Last year our chapter contributed $1,324 to Alzheimer’s research.
Thanks to all of you who participate in our raffles and who donate money and prizes. Thanks to the following members who donated wonderful
prizes for our January raffle: Terry Bloom, Dan Carroll, Marie Galos,
Sharon Reese, Mary Beth Rinehart, and Cindy Zaklan.
The Preserving Your Memory Magazine is on line at the following
email address:
http://www.alzinfo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PYM_Winter17.pdf
Cindy
Zaklan

It has research information, stories about families with Alzheimer’s,
brain-boosting puzzles, crosswords, and much more.
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You Need NARFE – And NARFE Needs You!
Chapter 182 Officers
President
Roy Willoughby
rswillowbee@comcast.net
(575) 524-9395
1st Vice Pres. (Membership):
Judy Rosco
rosco631@gmail.com
(575) 635-7127
2nd Vice Pres. (Legislation):
Mary Ellen McKay
memckay1@comcast.net
(575) 527-4750
Secretary
Marlene Mayfield
mayfield195@msn.com
(575) 524-3927
Treasurer:
scsingleton575@gmail.com

Craig Singleton
(575) 373-0705

Alzheimer’s/Newsletter Editor
mcadoosr@aol.com

Sarah McAdoo
(575) 571-6364

NARFE-PAC:
memckay1@comcast.net

Mary Ellen McKay
(575) 527-4750

Program Chair:
memckay1@comcast.net

Franklin McKay
(575) 527-4750

Public Relations:
mayfield195@msn.com

Marlene Mayfield
(575) 524-3927

Records Officer:
csmain7@gmail.com

Carol Main
(575) 382-7686

Service Officer:
jkielty70@yahoo.com

Jim Kielty
(575) 523-6044

Members of Congress
U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich (D)
Loretto Town Center
505 S. Main St., Suite 148, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 523-6561
http://www.heinrich.senate.gov
U.S. Senator Tom Udall (D)
201 N Church St Suite 201B
Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 526-5475
http://tomudall.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Steve Pearce (R) (Dist 2)
570 N Telshor Blvd., Las Cruces, NM 88011
(855)473-2723
http://www.pearce.house.gov
NARFE Monthly Meetings

The Las Cruces Chapter of the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association holds a breakfast meeting on
the 2nd Saturday of each month except in June, July, & August. The meeting is held at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2550
Don Roser Dr, Las Cruces. Doors open at 8:30am (breakfast at 8:45am), and the cost is $13. All members, those that
might be interested in joining, and guests are most welcome.
Membership is open to all federal civilian employees, retirees, their spouses, and surviving spouses. For reservations,
contact Carol Main (382-7686) or Carol Smith (522-3033)
or email:
lascruceschapter182@yahoo.com.
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