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October 14th – Alzheimer’s Awareness Meeting

President’s Message
Sharon Reese

General Meeting
Sat, Oct 14th, 8:30 a.m.
Esparanza Room
Hilton Garden Inn
Franklin McKay, Program Chair

I want to personally thank members attending
our September meeting and donating to FEEA
(Federal Employee Education & Assistance)
Disaster Fund. A total of $545.00 was mailed to
FEEA on Monday, 11 September. I received an
email from Joyce Warner, Executive Director,
FEEA, thanking our Chapter for the generous
donation. For our members who are currently
working you may utilize CFC #11185 as a
method of donation. The disaster fund grants
$500 to federal employees who submitted documentation requesting assistance after hurricanes Harvey and Irma, as well as wildfires that
were identified by FEMA.
I am so glad that we have a very active member
participation in our Chapter! In the last 18
months, the Federation has closed three chapters
within New Mexico. Please read Sharon
Willoughby’s article for the latest information
on two chapters that are closing.
I believe that our monthly special program, the
camaraderie, and the esprit de corps we enjoy
are the reasons why we continue to exceed participation of any chapter within New Mexico!
Members, I thank you.

Guest Speaker:
Ms. Lindsey Bachman
Southwest Regional Manager for
the New Mexico Chapter
of the Alzheimer’s Association
We are very happy to have Lindsey Bachman come speak
to us about the many programs regarding Alzheimer’s disease that are offered here in Las Cruces to help all our residents.
Lindsey earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from the
University of Texas at Austin and a master’s degree in public administration from the University of Missouri-Kansas
City. She served as a Peace Corps volunteer in the Dominican Republic from 2009-2011, where she worked in information technology and communications within the country’s education sector.
She is very happy to be the new SW Regional Manager for
the Alzheimer’s Association and is working hard to provide
new and improved programs. Their office recently moved
from Main Street to 1155 S Telshor Blvd, Ste 202, Phone:
575-647-3868; Email: lmbachman@alz.org.

Breakfast Buffet: $13 cash only
Reservations: NLT Oct 10th
Call Carol Main (382-7686) or
Carol Smith (522-3033)

Continued on Page 2, Col 1
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President’s Message Continued

“WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S”

Franklin McKay, our Programs Chair, has reported that we have great programs scheduled for October (Alzheimer’s Awareness), November (Federal Employees Health Benefits Program Representatives), and December (special Holiday music).

The Alzheimer’s Association, New Mexico
Chapter, has announced that on Saturday,
October 7th, Las Cruces will host the Southwest NM Regional Walk to End Alzheimer’s. The event will take place at
Young Park, starting at 8:30 am. The Walk
to End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest
event for raising awareness and funds for
Alzheimer’s care, support and research. All
citizens and media in Las Cruces and surrounding communities are invited to participate in this colorful and touching event.

Your Board of Directors is finalizing the new bylaws. Marlene Mayfield (Chair), Mary Ellen
McKay and Sharon Willoughby will be presenting
the proposed bylaws at our October meeting. After attending members vote/approve, the bylaws
will be sent to Mr. Jon Dowie, National Secretary/Treasurer for approval. They will be effective
upon his signature.
Part of the responsibilities of your Executive
Board Members is to promote information on the
benefits of belonging to NARFE and our Chapter.
Judy Rosco and I gave briefings to the Federally
Employed Women (FEW) Training Conference on
16 September. Hopefully, we can gain a member
or two.
The National Headquarters has a membership
drive contest from 1 September through 30 December. You will receive $10.00 for every member you recruit. Be sure and put your membership
number on applications before giving them to prospective members!
I hope to see you at our general meeting on the
14th. Remember guests are always welcome, so
bring a friend.
Sharon

The Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the Alzheimer’s Association’s flagship fundraiser
with Walks scheduled across the country
from summer through fall. “When participating in the Walk here in Las Cruces,” says
Lindsey Bachman (SW Regional Manager,
Alzheimer’s Association, NM Chapter), “you
help spread awareness, give hope to the
community, and increase funds for research
as well as community support and programs.”
For more information contact Lindsey
Bachman (SW Regional Manager, lmbachman@alz.org, (575) 647-3868) or Ashley
Martinez (Community Engagement Coordinator, amartinez@alz.org (505) 266-4473) or
visit www.alz.org/walk. The Walk is free of
charge, but pre-registration is highly encouraged.

Records Report (Carol Main)
Welcome to the members from the Silver City and the Deming Chapters
which were recently closed. We would like to see you at the October 14
meeting. Come meet your fellow chapter members.
Our chapter membership is 289 members strong!
Reminder: Have you changed your home address, telephone number, or email address? If you have
dropped your landline and are using your cell phone only, let me know. Please notify me at
csmain7@gmail.com or phone (575) 382-8786. We don’t want you to miss any copies of the NARFE
magazine, our chapter newsletter, or any notices we send out.
“Find us on Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/NARFE.LasCrucesChapter.182/”
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Membership News

Judy Rosco

Dan Carroll
VP Membership

VP Legislation

President, Sharon Reese, and I attended the
Three Crosses Chapter of Federally Employed
Women’s Annual Training Program, “Investing in Our Future” on September 16th at the
Women’s Improvement Association (WIA)
Building. Sharon and I presented NARFE
briefings on The Benefits and Legislative Issues, and explained why it is so important to
get involved with an organization that is striving to keep the federal benefits we have
earned.

Health Fair Season is upon us shortly and we
(Chapter 182) will be out recruiting at 13 local
federal agencies in our area. Our first fair kicks
off on 10/30/2017 at the U.S. District Court and
our last is on 11/08/2017 at White Sands Missile
Range. We talk to active and retired federal
workers along with several health care providers
also in attendance to answer questions and attempt to recruit new members for our chapter.
Open season for health care providers begins on
November 13 through December 11, 2017. This
is a good time to assess your health care needs.

We also heard presentations from Michele Ungvarsky, Attorney at Law, on Estate Planning;
Dr. Julia T. Brown, National Board Chair Association of American University Women
(AAUW); Ester Esparza, EEO Manager, ADR
Coordinator, El Paso Veterans Administration
Health Care System; and Karla Candelaria,
Government Account Representative for Blue
Cross and Blue Shield Federal Employee Program. There was much information to be
gained from the presenters. I had a NARFE
table set up and distributed membership packages to the attendees.

NARFE’s fall membership drive started on September 1st and runs through December 31, 2017.
Members can earn $10 for each member they recruit. Recruiter’s ID number must be provided
when new member joins. Recruiters are also entered once for each recruit for the grand prize
drawing for an Apple watch. Recruiters will also
be entered into a monthly prize drawing for a $25
Amazon gift card.
Note: If you transfer to our chapter from another
NARFE chapter you keep the same ID number.
You can get a new local chapter ID card by contacting NARFE at narfe.com and writing a short
email or call them on phone (takes longer).
Don’t forget your ID number is listed on the address label of your monthly NARFE magazine.

Remember we are all fighting to keep our
earned benefits and to encourage new Federal
employees to fight for their current benefits.
Make sure your legislators know how you feel
…contact your legislator today.

Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness (Sarah McAdoo)
We hope you will join us on October 14th to hear Lindsey Bachman, the NM SW
Regional Manager for the Alzheimer’s Association, speak about Alzheimer’s Disease.
This is her first time to visit our chapter and we would like to see a big turnout.
As usual, we will have our Alzheimer’s raffle at the end of the meeting. This has proven to be a great
way for our chapter to make money for Alzheimer’s research. Last month our chapter contributed a total
of $231. You can always donate additional money for the cause by writing a check to NARFE – Alzheimer’s Research and give it to me at the meeting or you can send it to the chapter’s address: NARFE,
Chapter 182, P. O. Box 16424, Las Cruces NM 88004. Your donations are tax deductible and you will receive a thank you from the National Alzheimer’s Association. I want to thank the following members for
donating prizes at our last meeting: Terry Bloom, Dan Carroll, Mary Ellen McKay, Mary Beth Reinhart, and Woody Woodard.
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Service Officer Report (Jim Kielty)
FEHBP OPEN SEASON HEALTH FAIRS
TO BEGIN IN OCTOBER

The Federal Employees Health Benefits Program (FEHBP) Open Season for the 2018 benefits year will
begin on Monday, November 13 and will conclude on Monday, December 11. In advance of the Open
Season, a series of health fairs will be held by federal agencies in the Las Cruces area. At these health
fairs, federal employees, federal retirees, and survivor annuitants will have an opportunity to meet with
representatives of many of the federal health plans to obtain information about plan benefits, premiums,
and changes for 2018, and to ask questions of the plan representatives.
Traditionally, the most well attended health fair is held at White Sands Missile Range (WSMR). The
WSMR health fair this year will be held on Wednesday, November 8 from 9:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. Other federal agencies (e.g., Border Patrol, BLM, Drug Enforcement Administration, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, NASA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Social Security Administration,
U.S. District Court, and USDA Agricultural Research Service) also will be conducting health fairs.
NARFE members who are current federal employees should check with their respective agencies for
more information about these health fairs. The FEHBP Open Season health fair held for many years at
the Loretto Towne Center HAS BEEN DELETED. However, representatives from several of the health
plan providers will be in attendance at the NARFE Chapter 182 monthly meeting on Saturday, November
11 at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2551 Don Roser Drive, Las Cruces.
NARFE members are reminded that the various health benefits plan providers no longer automatically
mail paper copies of plan brochures to those currently enrolled in these plans. To obtain a paper copy of
your plan's 2018 brochure, you must follow any instructions your health insurance provider gives you. If
you have any questions, call the customer service number on your health insurance ID card. In addition,
the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) website will contain on-line versions of each plan's brochures when they are released as well as other valuable information relative to Open Season.
OPM has not yet announced the overall average increase for all FEHBP premiums or the 2018 premiums
for each individual health insurance plan. This information should be available in early October. The October 2017 edition of the NARFE magazine will contain a preview of the Open Season. More detailed
Open Season information also will be presented in the November and December 2017 editions of the
NARFE magazine and the November and December 2017 editions of the NARFE Chapter 182 Reporter.

SEE IMPORTANT NOTICE ON NEW MEDICARE CARDS ON PAGE 5, COL 1

Sharon
Willoughby
SW District
VP

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
I would like to welcome all of our new members from the Silver City Chapter
#481 and Deming Chapter #1299. We meet September through May and have excellent programing. You are receiving our newsletter for the first time and you can
see we are a very active Chapter. This newsletter is published 9 times a year and articles of interest are welcome. We are looking forward to seeing you at our Chapter
meetings. You will find Federal retirees from all over the country. This gives us all
a common interest, that of protecting our earned benefits. I know the meetings are
early for a lot of people starting at 8:30 with breakfast at 8:45, but if you come to
Las Cruces to shop it is perfect. We adjourn about 11:00 and you have the rest of
the afternoon to take care of any business.
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Sunshine
Report

NEW MEDICARE
CARDS

Marcele
Skelton

Jim Kielty

With all of the sunshine and warm weather we
have been enjoying, it is hard to believe that
we are entering the autumn season. That
means colorful leaves, corn mazes and Halloween at the end of the month.

NEW MEDICARE CARDS WILL
DELETE SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS
In mid-September the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services announced details for the issuance of new Medicare cards which will no
longer contain each beneficiary's Social Security
Number (SSN) on the front of the card. This is
being done to comply with the Medicare Access
and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015, which
requires that SSNs be removed from all Medicare cards by April 2019. Removing SSNs is for
the purpose of fighting medical benefits fraud
and identity theft for people with Medicare. The
federal government recorded 2.6 million cases of
identity fraud involving seniors in 2014, the latest year for which complete data is available.
Mailings of the new Medicare cards will begin
in April 2018 and will be completed by April
2019.

A sympathy card was sent to Wanda Wallace
and family on the death of Jack Wallace. Jack
and Wanda have been long time members of
our chapter.
The answer to last month's riddle: WHERE
DOES A BASEBALL CATCHER SIT
DOWN FOR DINNER? (AT THE HOME
PLATE)
Have some sunshine fun by answering this
month's riddle:
WHAT DID THE HAMBURGERS NAME
THEIR BABY DAUGHTER?
You can email or phone me with your guess
for a surprise. (The answer will be in the next
newsletter.)

In place of a SSN, each beneficiary's new card
will contain an eleven-character Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI) consisting of numbers
and uppercase letters. A design of the new Medicare cards will be shown in the 2018 Medicare
and You publication which is in the process of
being mailed to beneficiaries. In addition,
Medicare has set up a new website
(www.cms.gov/newcard) and will be running
public service announcements to inform beneficiaries what to expect beginning in April 2018.
In order to foil any potential scams which may
arise related to the issuance of the new Medicare
cards, NARFE members covered by Medicare
need to be aware that (a), there is NO COST associated with receiving the new Medicare card,
and (b), NO ONE from Medicare will be contacting you to verify your SSN before a new card
can be issued.

Please let me know if you hear of a member
who is ill, has passed away or could use a little
sunshine in their life. Marcele: 575-521-4954
or marcele@skelton.net.

Thank You!
We want to thank Allaire Dunn and Cindy
Zaklan for all they have done while working
on the Chapter’s Telephone Committee. Both
are leaving the committee but will remain
members of our chapter. We won’t see Cindy
at our general meetings because she and her
husband are moving to Arizona. We wish
them good luck and hope they will come back
for a visit. Allaire will still be in the area so
we will continue to see her at our meetings.
Our chapter presented Allaire and Cindy with
Certificates of Appreciation and Gift Cards at
our September meeting.
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National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association
Chapter 182
PO Box 16424
Las Cruces, NM 88004–6424

Return Service Requested

Join Us on
October 14th

You Need NARFE – And NARFE Needs You!
Chapter 182 Officers
President
nmreeses@msn.com
1st Vice Pres. (Membership)
cardan116@comcast.net
2nd Vice Pres. (Legislation)
rosco631@gmail.com
Secretary
mayfield195@msn.com

Sharon Reese
(575) 532-9422
Dan Carroll
(575) 932-9491
Judy Rosco
(575) 635-7127
Marlene Mayfield
(575) 524-3927

Treasurer:
scsingleton575@gmail.com

Craig Singleton
(575) 373-0705

Alzheimer’s/Newsletter Editor
mcadoosr@aol.com

Sarah McAdoo
(575) 571-6364

NARFE-PAC:
memckay1@comcast.net

Mary Ellen McKay
(575) 527-4750

Program Chair:
memckay1@comcast.net

Franklin McKay
(575) 527-4750

Public Relations:
mayfield195@msn.com

Marlene Mayfield
(575) 524-3927

Records Officer:
csmain7@gmail.com

Carol Main
(575) 382-7686

Service Officer:
jkielty70@yahoo.com

Jim Kielty
(575) 523-6044

Members of Congress
U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich (D)
Loretto Town Center
505 S. Main St., Suite 148, Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 523-6561
http://www.heinrich.senate.gov
U.S. Senator Tom Udall (D)
201 N Church St Suite 201B
Las Cruces, NM 88001
(575) 526-5475
http://tomudall.senate.gov
U.S. Representative Steve Pearce (R) (Dist 2)
570 N Telshor Blvd., Las Cruces, NM 88011
(855)473-2723
http://www.pearce.house.gov
NARFE Monthly Meetings

The Las Cruces Chapter of the National Active and Retired
Federal Employees Association holds a breakfast meeting on
the 2nd Saturday of each month except in June, July, & August. The meeting is held at the Hilton Garden Inn, 2550
Don Roser Dr, Las Cruces. Doors open at 8:30am (breakfast at 8:45am), and the cost is $13. All members, those that
might be interested in joining, and guests are most welcome.
Membership is open to all federal civilian employees, retirees, their spouses, and surviving spouses. For reservations,
contact Carol Main (382-7686) or Carol Smith (522-3033)
or email: lascruceschapter182@yahoo.com.

.
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