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From Your President

AsthisFederationyear entersitsfinal quarter, | am
realizing anew just how busy atimeit hasbeen, aswell
ashow much still needsto be done. | had the privilege of
visiting nineadditional chapterssincethelast VOICES
appeaed, including LasVegas, Clovis Silver City, Duke
City, Belen, Farmington, Socorro, LasCruces and Albu-
guerque Chapter 80. Withou exception, chapter mem-
bershavebeen gracious and welcaming, and Russand |
havebeen most appreciative. | aso had the opportunity to
attend two District meetingsin the NW and SE, ably
chaired by Madeline Jenningsand Marilyn Dobson. My
planisto visitfivemorechaptersin the next few weeks.

Thereisno question that serving as a Federation offi-
cer istimeconsuming, but it isnot just time spent on the
road or in meetings. It seemsthat every day thehoursare
filled withNARFEissues: writing and respondingto e-
mails, answering phonecalls, and tryingto determine
how best we canimprowve our organ zation...its memba-
shipdilemmg, itslegidativecommunications, itsimage
I’msurethissituaiionistruefor every officer or commit-
teemembe who isreally dedicatedto NARFE. How-
ever,thebottomlineis... whenwe choosto getin-
volved, thisisour respansibility, evenif our spouses are
not always too happy about it!

The Federaion was disappointed that two Executive
Board members, Ed Tyson, Membership VP, and Jean
Wade, NE District VP, felt the need to resign because of
conflictingpriorities. On the positive side, wewerevery
fortunatethat two members agread to stepin and fill the
void. At therecent January 30th Executive Board meet-
ing, MaxineSimmors wasswornin asMembeship VP
and Betty Anniswasswornin asNE District VicePresi-
dent. Thank you, Maxineand Betty.

Plansare now progressing for our Federation Con-
vention on the 13th, 14th, and 15th of April, to be held at
the Courtyard Marridat in Farmington. We arevery
pleased that Judy Park, NARFE’s L egidativeDiredor,
will be our guest from Natioral Headguarters. Judy has
even promised to conduct alegislativesemina for us.

Madeline Jennings, NE District VP and Co-Chair of the
Convention, will fill everyonein on additional activities.
Just planon coming!

LorisDeKay

NEW MEXICO HEALTH CARE

Onceagainduringthis2006 legidativesessian in
SantaFe, the advocates, under thetitleof "Health Secu-
rity for New Mexicans Campagn”, have promated the
introduction of HouseBill HR481 and Senate Bill
SB280. In nearly every legidlativesession since 1993,
thisorgani zation has submitted propaosal sto completely
reform New Mexicd shealthcaresystam. In 1993t was
titledthe"New Mexicae Act." Ineachintroduction, it
hashad anew title. NARFE hasvocally beenin opposi-
tionto thistypeof legislation dueto theimpad, not only
on federal workers and federd retireeswith FEHBP, but
alsoonall NM residents. In each bill submission, it has
beenrecommendedasa " Sing e Payer" healthsystem for
all men, women, and childrenin New Mexico. Thisstate
wouldberesponsiblefor all residents’ health care.

Passage of thistypeof mandated health legislation
wouldestaldish avery largecomplex bureaucratic entity.
New buildingswoul d be needed; contractswith all health
careproviders, hospitals, doctors, dentists, etc. wouldbe
required to standardizeall service feespresatly charged.
It wouldapplyto all, regardessof privae or groupinsur-
ancecurrently held. The bottomlinewould meanfar
moretaxes! It couldeasily result in professiond medicd
personnel |eaving the state, as well as many tax-paying
retirees. It could causean influx of below poverty level
trangentsmovinginto the statefor health carewithout
COst.

Withthelegidativesession nearing itsend, if these
billspassin any form, we will immediately call on all
NARFE membeasto call the govemor with therecom-
mendation not to signany legislation of thistype eithe
for an expengve study or for enactment of a"Singe
Payer" health system.

It would seemthat with therecent scandd of our
Treasury office New Mexicanswould bereluctant to
havethe stateresporsiblefor our heathcare.

RussDeKay
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OUR NORTHWEST DISTRICT NEWS:

A littlebit of newsregardingthe April Federation
Convention. Thisconventionisafirst, with thedistarnce
of 136 milesbetween us Gallupand Farmington hosts.
We are working to makethe occad on super. Max Brim-
hall and | are co-hosting the convention.

GOSH! We havelotsof thingsplanned and hopeyou
attend. Wewill haveour Bingo Alzheimer fund raiser on
Thurgday night

We have somegood food planned for the wholecon-
vention timeaswell as great entertainment for the ban-
guet. Our entertainment will be put on by two of our

Chapte 1380 memba'srepreentingtheir Indian heritage.

It will feature thefamilyof Southe'n Cheyenne
(Oklghoma) Indian danca's aswell asrepresentation
fromthe Turtle Mountan ChippevaTribe If youhave
somelndian attire youwouldliketo wear, pleasewear it
Fridaynight.

We also have some specid guest surprisesand also
haveaheathvanfrom BC/BS, whichwill be at the con-
vention cente all day Thursday. Therewill be some
health screening availableand if you havequestions
about health insurancefor nonfederal folkspleasebring
the questionswith you and ask the BC/BSreps.

Belen Chapter 1462: M axine Simmons, Reporter:

WOW! Belen Chapte 1462 isbusilymeeting all the
scheduled deadlinesfor the two conventionsin the
state (A pril and September). The Nominaing Committee
hasreportedly obtained afull lateof stateofficersfor
electonin March Membership continuesto be steady
with 80 members. Two members qualified for Honorary
M embership and have been pressnted with their certifi-
cates Madeline Jennings, NWDV Pwill visit the chapter
on March 28th.

Albuquer queChapter 80: AliceStark, Reporter:

Chapte 80, Albuguerque has been busy since Sep-
tembe with actionsthat include attendanceat Region V11
confaencein Denve, eightlocal Health Fairs welcom-
ing tranderredmembea'sfromthe Katrinadisager area,
and working on asurvey concening recruiting and reten-
tion; results of whichwere presanted to our Federation

President whenshevisited in February.
Gallup Chapter 1380: M adelineJennings, Reporter :
We havebeen busy with plansfor co-hosting the up-
coming statefederaion convertionin April. Itistruly an
experience Our regular meetingsarewell attended and
wearelooking forward to seeing LorisDeKay at our
Marchmeeting. We attended all scheduled healthfairsin
Gallup, Grants, Zuni, and Crownpoint. The chapter even
gained somenew members.
San Juan Chapter 1179: Max Brimhall, Reporter:
Federation President L orisDeK ay and husband,
Russ, Madeline Jennings, DV P, and Margaret Mitchdl,
1380V P attended our last chapter meeting. The program
regarding memory wasinteresting. Also discussed was
the progress of the plansfor the April Federaion Con-
vention in Farmington. Our Themeis"TheRed Ap-
ple: Getting tothe Coreof NARFE"...

Bye, Madeline Jennings

YOUR OPINION COUNTS

To better serve you, we are gathering information
from NARFE members so we can determine how
to make NARFE more responsive to their needs.
Please complete the enclosed two page survey
and mail it to the address indicated on the survey.
Around the first part of April, the combined survey
results will be tallied and reported to each chap-
ter. Your opinion is important, so please help
us by completing the survey and mailing it in.
If you have already completed this survey at the
Region VII Conference, there is no need to do so
again.

MEMBERSHIP

HELPWANTED! Membea'sto participate thenext 3
monthsin the Spring Statewi de M embership Campagn.
No experiencenecessary. Membership applications are
availablein eachNARFE magazne. Enter your ID and
Chapter numbe to recelve arecrutingrewardfor your
Chapte. Formsareavailableto encourage memba'sto
enroll in DuesWithhddingor LifeMembership. Thanks
for your helpto incresse and maintan our overdl
strength.

MaxineSimmans

“VOICES” via the Internet
Shouldyouwishto receive your VOICES viathe
NM Web Pagerathe than a hard copy through the mail,
please send an e-mail to Jerry Makowski at jerry-
mak@din.cam to that effed, and he will takeyour name
off hismailing list. It savesthe Federation money too!
Thank you.



NARFE-PAC
Nadine Boor Coordinator

March is NARFE-PAC Month. Thiswill be the
fourth successive year that NARFE has encouraged its
federations, chapters and individual membersto use
the month to focus on NARFE-PAC as an important
political supplement to NARFE's primary legidative
advocacy Mission. Also, thisisthefirst time that the
National Executive Board has decided to set aside a
week within NARFE-PAC month for a concentrated,
nationwide week. March 20-24.

NARFE delegations are being urged to schedule
visits to the district offices of their congressional legis-
lators and individual members are encouraged to con-
tact their own two Senators and Representative via
phone calls, letters or e-mail. The purpose of concen-
trating NARFE contacts with members of Congress
during this one week period in March isto focus atten-
tion on federal retiree s legidative advocacy and po-
litical activity in each state and congressional district.
More information on this Lobby Week and the legisla-
tive issues will be forthcoming. | HOPE EACH AND
EVERY CHAPTER WILL PARTICIPATE IN THIS
WEEK-LONG ACTIVITY.

NARFE-PAC is at the 12 month mark in the cur-
rent 2005-2006 election cycle. The fourth quarter re-
port shows members of Region VII have contributed
$8,649 in which 46 membersin New Mexico contrib-
uted $1,025. So far in this cycle, since January 1, 2005
Sen. Bingaman has received $2,000 and Rep Wilson
$3,000. As you can see there has been more monies
paid out than have been contributed to NARFE-PAC
by membersin NM. Members of New Mexico we
need your support and donations for NARFE-PAC.

| will have aNARFE-PAC table set up at our Fed-
eration Convention in Farmington. Hope to see you all
there.

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT VP ROUNDUP
REPORT
Themorel learnaboutthejob of SW District VP —
themorel realize thereisagreat deal of work that needs
to be doneby each of us. Thisisan ongoing and never
ending need, and we must never rest on our laurels. We
must work together to protect our Constitutioral Rights,
as guaranteed by the Declaration of Independence. We
livein the greatest country on earth, but our freedom s
not guaranteed nor isit free. Many of us havefamily
serving around theworld who are always in our thoughts
and prayes.
A few generalities about NARFE
Inflation edged up in June 2005
Our “COLA” isat itshighest point ever; 4.4%
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Estate plannng —“Doit now”
We needto urge Congressto correct theinequi-
tiesof GPO, WEP and Premium Conve'sion

Nationwideour Alzheimer’ sResearch fund raising
continues. | believethe*informed citizen” isthe secre to
the " art of pro-activedefense for NARFE.”

NARFE Daysin SantaFe are Feb. 20-24. | hopeyou
will contact your representati ves, bothin SantaFeand
Washington. GrassRootsis effedive—whenthey are
contacted properly about one subject at atime They do
hear us.

| attended the RegionV 11 meeting in Denve'. At the
Oct. 5 meeting in Denver we had good New Mexicorep-
resertation Thesearchfor answe's continues—for pro-
tecting our chaptersand solving our problems. It was
well done. It wasfollowed on Oct. 28 by the SW District
Workshop heldin Silver City at the Red Barn Restaurant.
Wewerehonorel to haveas speakers; RussBoor, Re-
gionVII NFVP, Al Provercio, LegidationChair, Jerry
L ehnus, PublicRelations Chair and Nadine Boor, NM
Federation NARFE-PAC Chair. Thanks to thosewho
served and to Chapte 481 President, Lou Pruitt for host-
ing us.

NM-NARFE Federation President LorisDeK ay
spokeat Silver City Chap. 481 Novenmber meeting. And |
mademy official visitsto Las CrucesChapter 182 on
Nov. 12, Sierra County Chap. 1341 on Jan.18 On Jan. 30
| attended the NM Federation Board M eeting in Socorro.
I will makean official visitto Socorro Chap. 1402 on
Feb. 10 and I’ m scheduled to visit LunaCounty Chap.
1291 onMar. 15. | will also be attendingthe NM Federa
tion Conventionin Farmington NM Apr. 13-15, 2006.

Please sendin your chaptea’ slist of decessed mem-
bersfor theyear 2005-06, by Mar. 15, to

Madeline Jennings

NM State Convention Chairperson
1410ElvaDr.

Gallup, NM 87301-5823

Don’tforge to makeplansfor the NARFE National
Convention, Sep. 9-14, 2006 to be held at the Albuquer-
que Convention Center.

Thank youfor allowing meto serveasyour SW Dis-
trict VP and God blessyou all!

Evelyn C. Yates

NARFE State Treasurer wins Pregnant
Llama!

Lee Tomlin, the Treasurer of the NARFE NM
Federation, was the lucky winner of the Socorro Chap-
ter 1402 Alzheimer fund-raising activity. The llama
was to have had her crea sometime in January and has
been cared for in Luis Lopez. The fund-raising effort
brought $675 for research. Several members of the
chapter donated items to the raffle, including alive
beef.



4 — VOICES — WINTER 2006

National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association
Chapter 731
3102 Highland Road

NON PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE PAID

’ ROSWELL NM

Roswell, New Mexico 88201-1024 PERMIT NO 54
FEDERATION OFFICERS

PRESIDENT SOUTHWEST DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT
Loris DeKay (505) 622-8492 Evelyn C. Yates (505) 388-5440
3102 Highland Rd., Roswell, NM 88201-1024 rdekay@dfn.com PO Box 53085, Pinos Altos, NM 88053-3085
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT (Membership) SOUTHEAST DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT
Maxine Simmons (505) 861-1100 Marilyn L. Dobson (505) 4379215
35A Vista Del Rio, Belen, NM 87002-9526 maxsimm@aol.com 1315 16th St., Alamogordo, NM 88310-5721
VICE PRESIDENT (Legislation & NARFEPAC) IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Al Provencio (505) 884-8174 Joyce Scherr (505) 8670706

3001 Charleston St. NE, Albuquerque NM 87110-2705 provenal@msn.com
SECRETARY
Mary L. Stanford
PO Box 68, Belen, NM 870020068

(505) 864-8679
[tmary2@aol.com

TREASURER
Lee M. Tomlin
9804 Lorelei Ln. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111-1248

(505) 797-9711
ltomlin7@comcast.net

NORTHWEST DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT
Madeline J. Jennings
1410 Elva Dr., Gallup, NM 87301-5823

(505) 863-5712
mijennings@cnetco.com

NORTHEAST DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT
Betty Annis
11112 Orr Ave. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111-1860

(505) 299-1682
bjannis@comcast.net

417 Montreal Way NE, Rio Rancho NM 87144 emcoyote@aol.com
NEWLETTER EDITOR

Anthony A. Kujawa

6225 Northland Ave. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109-2760  kujawaa@msn.com

NEWSLETTER BUSINESS MANAGER

Dorothy Skelton (505) 623-5367
2706 Highland Rd., Roswell, NM 88201-1331

PARLIAMENTARIAN

Joyce Scherr (505) 8670706

417 Montreal Way NE, Rio Rancho NM 87144 emcoyote@aol.com

REGION VII NATIONAL FIELD VICE PRESIDENT
Russ Boor

5843 Agave Ln., Las Cruces, NM 88012-7002

(505) 382-7478
rboor@zianet.com

NARFE — PROTECTING YOUR FUTURE — JOIN TODAY!




