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President’s Message…NARFE Exists for Legislative Action 
By Janice Baker  

NARFE exists “to support legislation beneficial to current and potential federal annuitants and to oppose 

legislation contrary to their interests.”  This purpose is no secret:  the mission statement appears on the 

National President’s page of every issue of the NARFE magazine and in most other NARFE publica-

tions. 

Your NM Federation Executive Board met on May 13 to plan its focus and activities for 2013-2014.  

After a 4-hour discussion facilitated by Region VII Vice President Frank Impinna, we agreed to focus on 

NARFE’s purpose—legislative action—and how best to equip our members to do their part.  The key to 

success will be the involvement of our current members and an increase in statewide membership, espe-

cially among current workers.  Therefore legislative action, information on prospective members, and re-

cruitment/retention will be intertwined in the activities supported by the Federation Executive Board. 

Legislative Chair Sharon Reese will lead the effort to increase member responses to legislative 

alerts.  Participation in GEMS is essential; so is feedback to Headquarters on our responses.  Sharon has 

developed a Legislative Handbook that will soon be in the hands of all chapters, and she is willing to vis-

it chapters for further guidance.  She has a wealth of information on how to contact the NM Congres-

sional delegation quickly and easily---and with noticeable effect. 

Membership Chair Mary Ellen McKay will focus on establishing a network of membership chairs in 

our 21 chapters, getting membership records up to date, and working with the District Vice Presidents to 

implement membership plans, training, and activities in chapters.  Major areas of opportunity are the lists 

of prospective members sent to each chapter by Headquarters and the Federal health fairs around the 

state in October and November. 

The District Vice Presidents will reinforce, support, and track the legislation/membership effort in 

each district.  They will encourage members to sign up for GEMS and respond to legislative alerts; to 

send thank you notes to members who renew and to new members; to contact members who receive sec-

ond renewal notices; and to contact prospective members.  They will urge chapter officers to make per-

sonal contact with every member at least once a year to let them know that their membership is important 

to NARFE’s success, even if they cannot attend chapter meetings. 

In summary, all of us members and officers of the NM Federation of Chapters face a great oppor-

tunity (and yes, a big challenge).  Let’s work together in the coming months so we can celebrate numer-

ous successes at the 2014 convention!  I’ll bring the cake! 
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 
        By Mary Ellen McKay 

SERVICE OFFICER AWARD.   Congratulations to Jim Kielty, Las Cruces Chapter 182 Service Officer who 

was honored at the 2013 New Mexico Federation Convention as the NM and Region VII  Service Officer of the 

year.    Jim retired after 37 years of service with the Department of the Army Civilian Human Resources Agen-

cy at White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico.  Immediately after retirement in January 2007 Jim joined 

NARFE and became an active member of the Las Cruces chapter where he served as a volunteer assistant to 

then Chapter Service Officer, Robert Starman.   As service officer Jim advises chapter members when open 

health seasons occur, presents insurance information at Chapter and Executive Board meetings, and publishes 

critical information in the chapter newsletter.  Jim has attended multiple Federation Conventions and attends 

health fairs to recruit members and provide information and advice as requested.   Congratulations Jim! 

CONVENTION ACTIVITIES.  Activities at the 2013 Federation Convention included visiting the Health 

Care providers’ displays, buying raffle tickets for chances to win beautiful items donated by the chapters and 

the Alzheimer’s 50/50 raffle, and spending lots of time catching up with old friends and making new ones.  The 

evening Banquet attendees enjoyed the many-years collection of favorite jokes presented by Michael Sullivan.  

Who knew we had in our midst someone with such astute observation and timing.  Thank you, Mike! 

CHAPTER RECOGNITION.  Las Vegas Chapter 886 was recognized and celebrated for its 50
th

  Anniver-

sary.  Chapter President, Frances Casey, accepted the recognition.  Luna County Chapter 1299 was recognized 

and celebrated for its 40
th

 Anniversary.  These are real NARFE success stories!  Congratulations! 

BY THE NUMBERS.   Nineteen Chapters were represented at the 2013 Federation Convention.  There were 

74 chapter Delegates in attendance and 13 Delegates-at-Large, making a voting total of 87 members.  There 

were 11 guests present. 

CONVENTION FACE-TO-FACE via SKYPE 
By Janice Baker 

National Vice President Paul Carew, National Treasurer Richard Thissen, and Membership Director Bridget 

Boel attended our 2013 convention via Skype, thanks to the technical arrangements made by Federation Treas-

urer Lee Tomlin.  During the hour-long session our National Officers provided current information and data on 

membership, innovative approaches to recruitment, current budget and future outlook, and an overview of some 

of the current technological innovations being considered for 2016 and beyond.  Convention delegates had the 

opportunity to ask questions and offer suggestions “on camera.”  Evaluations of the convention indicate that at 

least 2/3 of them found the Skype session informative and helpful.  Several suggested that Skype be used more 

at future conventions to help reduce costs. 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE 
By Karen Nichols, Chair 

At the convention each of the four NM districts appointed their representative to serve on the Federation Elec-

tion nominating committee.  The committee is responsible to develop a slate of candidates who are willing to 

serve in one of the five NM Federation Executive Board Officer positions for the 2014-2016 term.   
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Subsequent to the committee appointments, the members elected as their Chairperson, NE District member Ka-

ren Nichols, Taos Chapter 1401.  The other members are SW District, Janine Morgan, Socorro Chapter 1402; 

SE  District, Tom Anderson, Tucumcari Chapter 1387; NW District, Gloria Delgado, Albuquerque Chapter 80; 

and member at large Mary Ellen McKay, Las Cruces Chapter 182.  The call for candidates will soon go out to 

all NM members and chapters, and will include a short synopsis of each position’s roles and responsibilities, 

and an estimate of the time each position may demand of a candidates’ personal life.  The committee encour-

ages all NARFE members to consider when and how they can lend their expertise to strengthening our organi-

zation and its ability to protect the earned benefits of our Federal workforce and retirees!  If you or someone 

you know would like to throw their name in the hat please email or call a committee member or Karen at 

iq104@aol.com or 575.377.1469. 

RESOLUTIONS at CONVENTION 
By Janice Baker 

At the 2013 convention, delegates considered three resolutions submitted by chapters to the Resolutions Com-

mittee.  Here is a summary of the final results: 

Resolution 1 PASSED to amend Federation Bylaws by adding a new Section 10 to Article VI:  “A. Should 

there be a shortfall of funds to pay convention expenses, the host chapter(s) may submit a request to the Federa-

tion Executive Board for reimbursement of the loss.  The request will include a detailed explanation of the cir-

cumstances resulting in the loss.  The Executive Board will decide the amount of the shortfall to be paid to the 

host chapter(s).  B. If the host chapter(s) collects more money for the convention than is required to pay expens-

es, the chapter(s) may retain seventy-five (75) percent of these profits with the remainder to be transferred to the 

Federation.”  

Resolution 2 PASSED AS AMENDED to amend Sections 2 and 9 of Article VI of the Federation Bylaws 

by replacing “annual convention” with “biennial (every two years) convention, beginning in 2014.” 

Resolution 3 FAILED which proposed that the NM Federation ask National Headquarters to establish a 

committee “to address major organizational change that recognizes & adapts to the current world of technology 

& its expanded communications culture.” 

The Federation by-laws are available at http://www.narfe-nm.net/federation/Bylaws.pdf 

LEGISLATIVE CORNER – GEMS for You 
By Sharon Reese 

How do you stay current on actions in Congress?  Do you rely on your magazine?  This is NOT an up to the 

minute actions on bills within the Senate or the Congress.  The magazine provides information but has a lapse 

time due to writing articles, press time, and mailings.  This is vital when it comes to notification of your Sena-

tors and Representatives during roll calls and voting. Do you rely on information provided at your monthly 

meetings?  What information is provided between your meetings? 

Federal employees and retirees are on the chopping block again!  If you are interested in your retirement bene-

fits YOU need to be active and send notifications to your respective Senators and Representative when you re-

ceive notification from your Chapter, Federation or National Legislative person.  How do you hear of these no-

tifications? 

The NARFE Global Electronic Messaging System (GEMS) is used by NARFE Headquarters, regional vice 

presidents and federation presidents to distribute crucial and timely NARFE information, including - Legislative 

Hotlines, Action Alerts, health and benefits news, press releases, newsletters and other NARFE-related news to 

members. Don’t be left out! Sign up today at  

 

https://www.narfe.org/departments/isi/join_gems.asp 
 

  

mailto:iq104@aol.com
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NEWLY ELECTED DISTRICT VPS 
By Meriam McMullen   

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

SE District Vice President 

Elizabeth (Betty) Hicks is a BLM re-employed annuitant 

until May 30, 2013.  She has been Secretary to the past 6 

District BLM Managers and just last month received her 

40-year pin! 

Betty has been a NARFE member for about 10 years and is 

currently the Treasurer and Service Officer for Chapter 731 

in Roswell. 

Betty is originally from Providence, Rhode Island.  She is 

married and has two children and 4 grandchildren.  Betty 

says she is looking forward to serving the Southeast Dis-

trict for the next year. 

 

 

 

  

 

NE District Vice President 

George Thomas was born in Vermont.  He retired from the 

CIA and was an Army enlistee.  He is a Linguist of South-

east Asian Languages and an area studies specialist and a 

Northern Arizona University journalism graduate.   George 

lived overseas for 15 years (Southeast Asia and Ethiopia). 

George and his wife Pat have lived in NM since 2005 and 

have been NARFE members since 2004.  He has served as 

Chapter VP for membership, President, and Secretary.  He is 

currently the Secretary of Duke City Chapter 1411.  He has 

also assisted Pat for the past four years in publishing the 

chapter newsletter.   

George is very active in community affairs and provides 

hunger relief as a food bank volunteer.  He has been a day 

laborer, farm hand, volunteer teacher, Albuquerque Public 

Schools substitute teacher, and prison guard! 

George and Pat have been married for 41 years and have 

two daughters and 3 grandchildren…and a 4
th

 is on her way! 

 

STEPPING UP… 

…THANK YOU! 
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A MESSAGE FROM FRANK IMPINNA 
        By Mary Ellen McKay 

 

Region VII Vice President, Frank Impinna, kicked off his remarks to the Convention by describing how he uses 

his I-pad, which is connected to his I-phone, which in turn is connected to his laptop computer – providing an 

“unbroken stream of communication”.  He cited this scenario to illustrate how communication has dramatically 

changed in the last decade -- and how this change drives the future actions and operations of NARFE. 

Frank went on to discuss how National Headquarters and the National Executive Board (NEB) are strengthen-

ing the organization and highlighted some of the activities being implemented to better align with the changing 

membership and operational demands: 

The Legislative department is strong 

Our fiscal house is in better shape than in the last several years 

Resources are being developed and provided to Chapters 

Membership recruitment and retention efforts are front and center 

The website has been redesigned 

The online e-chapter is now the fastest growing NARFE “chapter” 

The IT (information technology) Department continues improvements to the online tools 

The NARFE Magazine has been redesigned 

Future activities will include the re-design of the 2016 National Convention.  The focus will be on the imple-

mentation of technology that will facilitate “virtual” attendance and remote voting – two ways to more effec-

tively communicate with and actively engage broader membership participation. 

Frank also emphasized the importance of using the prospective member cards (M-2).  When completed these 

should be sent to National who will use this information to aggressively pursue the recruitment of new mem-

bers.  He also urged the convention attendants to read the “Recruiting and Retention Journal” for the wealth of 

information that it contains on how to improve membership growth. 

Frank concluded his remarks by congratulating the convention attendants for their service to the NARFE organ-

ization and for their active participation in their communities! 

  

 
SERVICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR – JIM KIELTY 

(L/R Emory “Woody” Woodward, President Chapter 182; Frank Impinna; Janice Baker; 

and Jim, Chapter 182) 
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RAFFLES – PRIZES - GOODIES 

MUCH TO DO…SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

FRANK SWEARS IN BETTY & GEORGE 

PRESIDENT BAKER LEADS THE DELEGATE VOTE! 
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WHAT/WHO IS THE FEDERATION? 
By Janice Baker 

 

In 1962 the five NARFE chapters in New Mexico decided to form a statewide Federation of Chapters to coop-

erate in supporting the goals of NARFE in New Mexico.  Today, the 21 chapters in the state are members of the 

Federation, and therefore all individual members of chapters make up the Federation.  Contrary to popular per-

ception the Federation is not a “separate organization” existing outside of chapters and individual members! 

You and your fellow New Mexico NARFE members are the NM Federation of Chapters 

YOU assembled in convention, set Federation goals and tasks through bylaws and resolutions.  

YOU assembled in convention, elect five of your members to serve as statewide officers to provide leadership 

and assistance to help you and your chapters meet those goals and tasks you set. 

YOU in regional groups, elect four of your members to serve as your regional representatives to work with the 

statewide elected officers. 

YOU in chapters, pay a per capita assessment that you established in convention, which allows the officers and 

regional representatives you elected to carry out the goals and tasks you set. 

IN SUMMARY… 

 

YOU determine what the NM Federation of Chapters must or may do for the benefit of NARFE members in 

New Mexico, who will do it, and what financial resources will be available and expended for the effort! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2,282 

54,980 

Federal Employees/Retirees in 
New Mexico 

NARFE MEMBERS

EMPLOYEES/RETIREES

???  WHICH PIECE OF THE PIE IS YOURS ??? 

Want to showcase your chapter?  To make $$ for your chapter? 

Consider hosting the April 2014 NM Federation Convention. 
Contact Janice Baker 505-471-2448; JaniceNARFE@msn.com 

 

mailto:JaniceNARFE@msn.com
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NM FEDERATION CONVENTION DELEGATES enjoy good 

company and admire one of the architectural features in the lobby 

of the Inn at Rio Rancho – April 2013 

Clockwise top left:  Dennis & Linda Clark, Alamogordo; Bill & Connie Berckus, Roswell; Marilyn 

& Tommy Dobson, Alamogordo; Barbara & Dennis Cosentino, Alamogordo; architectural detail; 

George Thomas, Duke City 
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LEGISLATIVE TRAINING CONFERENCE REPORT 
By Sharon Reese 

The 2014 Legislative Training Conference took place 9-12 March 2013 at the new Arlington Renaissance 

Hotel, Arlington Virginia.  The conference was attended by 225 registrants, 13 of which were Region VII mem-

bers.  A short synopsis of activities follows. 

NARFE-PAC topics were presented by John Hatten and Chris Farrell from the NARFE National Office.  

John and Chris discussed why the NARFE PAC is so important and highlighted fundraising, leveraging PAC 

dollars, and the resource allocation processes.  The average PAC contribution is $31.34 per person.  Distribution 

of PAC dollars to candidates is based on several factors; the candidates’ position on NARFE issues, influence of 

the lawmaker (i.e. committee assignments), competiteveness of the election, and accessibility and relationship 

with NARFE members and staff. 

The Budget Process and the 113
th

 Congress was presented by Jessica Klement.  Right now there is no 

Grand Bargain.  There will be a continued fight on Revenue vs. Cuts.  Proposals are receiving serious consider-

ation to move to a Chained CPI (requires 60 votes in the Senate), continuing the pay freeze beyond 2013, in-

creasing retirement contributions for current employees, eliminating the FERS annuity supplement, going to re-

tirement calculation based on the high 5 years, increase Medicare to age 67, possibly change Parts B & D of 

Medicare, and “Reform” Civil Service Retirement. 

Grassroots Advocacy and “Protect America’s Heartbeat” were discussed.  These were basically a review of 

the 2013 Toolkit.  The document contains (1) Fact sheets/issue briefs that were to be given to members of Con-

gress and their staff during the meetings on Tuesday.  (2) Advocacy materials on visits, meeting requests, invit-

ing Members of Congress to your chapter meetings, sample thank you letters, calling your Members of Con-

gress, attending Congressional Town Hall meetings, Congressional outreach at State Conventions, 2013 Con-

gressional Recess Calendar, and the Facebook Advocacy guide. (3) Media materials which guide NARFE 

members in reaching out to the media and provides templates for media advocacy efforts.  I have prepared an 

expanded Legislative Handbook that is available for any Chapter at your request. 

A session was devoted to Congressional Meeting Practice, a series of skits on how to talk with your Sena-

tors, Representatives, and their staff.  This was beneficial for members who have not previously had the oppor-

tunity or challenge of meeting face-to-face with the power of our elected legislative body!  Members were re-

minded to submit any photos taken with Senators and Representatives and a reminder to all that “thank you” let-

ters are to be sent to each office visited -- within one week of the meeting. 

Tuesday March 12
th

 I met with Senator Udall’s Legislative Assistant, Sabrina DeSantiago.  She and I had a 

very good discussion that lasted more than 30 minutes.  Senator Udall is a loyal friend of Federal workers and 

retirees.  My next stop (by appointment) was with Senator Heinrich’s Legislative Assistant, Dominic Saavedra.  

This meeting lasted about 20 minutes.  Senator Heinrich invited me to attend a coffee session, which I did, and 

this allowed me more one-on-one time directly with him.  A photo was taken and provided to the National Of-

fice.  My third meeting of the day was with Congressman Pearce’s Legislative Assistant, Patrick Cuff.  In the 

past, Congressman Pearce has voted against every bill relating to Federal Employees and Retirees and, I was 

told, the Congressman is receiving a lot of “flack” from constituents!  Patrick stated the Congressman is seri-

ously relooking at his lack of support for Federal Workers/Retirees!  Taking my training seriously, I have sent 

“thank you” letters to all three offices. 

The conference provided the latest information on issues and strategies and The Day on the Hill enabled 

NARFE members to start or continue a personal relationship with Congressional Representatives and Staff.   
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New Mexico Federation of Chapters 

Voices Newsletter 
Published Quarterly  

(Spring, Summer, Fall, & Winter) 

 

Editor:  Karen Nichols  575-377-1469  iq104@aol.com 

Webpage:   www.narfe-nm.net 

Webmaster: Jeffrey Smith  postmaster@narfe-nm.net 

Please send correspondence (except newsletter articles) to: 

New Mexico Federation of Chapters 

Attention:  Janice Baker 

2082 Placita De Vida 

Santa Fe  NM 87505-5489 

 

Snail mail or Email… 

keep in touch! 
In order to provide you with timely information and 

to keep Federation mailing costs under control, we 

ask---actually, we beg---every member to give us an 

email address for Federation communications.  You 

may give the information to your Chapter President 

or send it directly to the Federation President at 

JaniceNARFE@msn.com 
 

 

 

NARFE 
 

New Mexico Federation of Chapters 
 

Northwest District 

 Albuquerque Chapter 80 

 Belen Chapter 1462 

 McKinley County (Gallup) Chapter 1380 

 San Juan Valley (Farmington) Chapter 1179 
 

Northeast District 

 Duke City (Albuquerque) Chapter 1411 

 Española Valley Chapter 1423 

 Las Vegas Chapter 886 

 Rio Rancho Chapter 1381 

 Santa Fe Chapter 186 

 Taos Chapter 1401 
 

Southwest District 

 Grant County (Silver City) Chapter 481 

 Las Cruces Chapter 182 

 Luna County (Deming) Chapter 1299 

 Sierra County (TorC) Chapter 1341 

 Socorro Chapter 1402 
  

Southeast District 

 Alamogordo Chapter 698 

 Carlsbad Chapter 796 

 Pecos River (Santa Rosa ) Chapter 1455 

 Roswell Chapter 731 

 Tucumcari Chapter 1387 

Statewide Chapter 

Chaparral Chapter 2341 

 

 

GEMS 
Sign up for ALERTS 

Speak out to AFFECT LEGISLATION 

PROTECT your 

EARNED FEDERAL BENEFITS !! 

Login using your last name & member number 

 (found on your magazine mailing label) 

https://www.narfe.org/signin/ 

 

 

mailto:iq104@aol.com
http://www.narfe-nm.net/
mailto:postmaster@narfe-nm.net
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Members WELCOME 

Federation Executive Board meetings are open to all NARFE members who want to observe the actions 

of the Board.  The President may ask observers to comment on business items under discussion or to 

state their own concerns.  You will receive a GEMS message when the date for the next meeting is set. 

 

NM Federation of Chapters – Officers 

 

Janice Baker, President   

   505-471-2448    janiceNARFE@msn.com 

Mary Ellen McKay, Executive VP Membership 

   575-527-4750     memckay1@comcast.net 

Sharon Reese, Vice President Legislation 

   575-532-9422            nmreeses@msn.com 

Meriam McMullen, Secretary 

  970-302-3765          memlmcmullen@yahoo.com 

Lee Tomlin, Treasurer 

  505-797-9711                     ltomlin7@comcast.net 

Madeline Jennings, NW District Vice President 
 505-863-5712           mjjz39@yahoo.com    

George Thomas, NE District Vice President 

 505-293-2801        chiangmai2135@yahoo.com  

Roy Willoughby, SW District Vice President 

   575-524-9395   rswillowbee@comcast.net 

Betty Hicks, SE District Vice President 

   575-522-5558             skeethicks@aol.com 

 

Complete Officer Directory 

       http://www.narfe-nm.net 

 

 

Committees and Appointments 

Lucy Garcia, NARFE PAC Chair 

   505-898-0002   garciaja@quixnet.net  

Marie Farnsworth, Alzheimer’s Chair 

   505-505-881-2858 mhf623@q.com 

Jeffrey Smith, Webmaster  

   575- 525-8271 postmaster@narfe-nm.net 

Karen Nichols, Voices Editor 

   575- 377-1469 iq104@aol.com 

 

Members of Congress 
US Senator Tom Udall     www.tomudall.senate.gov 

110 Hart SOB Washington DC 20510           202-224-6621 

US Senator Martin Heinrich              www.heinrich.senate.gov 
B40D Dirksen SOB Washington DC 20510          202-224-5521 
  

 

US Rep Michelle Lujan Grisham NM-1
st
 

                                        www.lujangrisham.house.gov  
214 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC 20515  202-225-6316          
 

US Rep Steve Pearce NM–2
nd

     www.pearce.house.gov  

2432 Rayburn HOB, Washington, DC 20515       202-225-2365 
  

US Rep Ben R. Luján NM–3
rd

         www.lujan.house.gov 

502 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC  20515     202-225-6190 

 

CO 

   WY 

UT 

AZ 

 

NARFE 

TODAY 

BETTER 

TOMOROW 


